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Forward	  
	  
	  
“I am sick of Covid” one rav recently shared with me.  
 
He was not simply releasing his frustration regarding this 
difficult time, but also touching upon the endless articles 
and discussions relating to the virus. It seems one can’t 
hide from it; get a break. 
 
I am aware of this. 
 
However, the purpose of this short sefer is not for the 
present. 
 
Rather it is to record a snapshot in time –a period we will 
all look back to one day. 
 
In this brief sefer I tried to collect the shailos that arose, 
the history that was touched upon, and the messages 
sent. 
 
I am grateful to Ami Magazine where many of the words 
below were first published. 
 

A NOTE TO THE READER: 
 
What follows was written in chronological order. It started 
with a mysterious virus beginning to spread, then getting ill 
myself, closing my shul, etc., until the openings of shuls. 
Should the reader wonder why information may be lacking 
or facts are not mentioned near the beginning, this is why.  
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Communicable	  Disease	  in	  Halacha	  and	  History	  	  
 
In 1556 Rabbi Moshe Isserlis - the ‘Rema’ - was serving as 
the rav of Krakow, when he had to flee his city due to an 
outbreak of a disease.  
 
We know this because the Rema tells us this story in his 
introduction to his sefer on Megillas Esther. 
 
He explains in the introduction: 
 
“I am writing in galus as we have been exiled from our city due 
to an ‘ipush ha’avir’ [he is referring to an undefined 
disease). And, now we reside in a city that is not ours, the city 
of Shidlow…and we can not fulfill the mitzvos of Purim with 
drink and joy. And so, to remove the pain and anguish, I said 
that I shall arise and make joy through my efforts [the writing 
of this sefer]…”  
Introduction to Mechir Yayin on Megillas Esther, mayan 
hachachma edition, page 4 
 
The news regarding the Coronavirus –and its spread 
among the frum - has been everywhere, spreading like a 
virus itself, and causing real and understandable fear in its 
wake. 
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From ‘The Riverdale Press’:  
“Two prominent Riverdale schools — SAR Academy and SAR 

High School — closed their doors Tuesday morning as a 
precaution after one student's family member became the second 

diagnosed case of COVID-19, commonly known as the 
coronavirus, in New York. 

“The 50-year-old New Rochelle man was diagnosed with the 
virus that causes the disease Monday night, according to Gov. 

Andrew Cuomo, and has checked himself into Lawrence 
Hospital in Bronxville. The man, who was not identified, was 
hospitalized because of an underlying respiratory condition, 

Cuomo added, and is now at Columbia University Irving 
Medical Center in Manhattan.” 

 
Then, the night of this writing, news broke that Yeshiva 
University appeared to have two students who have 
contracted the virus. 
 
Soon after, news broke that the Young Israel of New 
Rochelle would be halting all services due to the fact that 
the member who had contracted the virus davened there. 
They further warned that anyone who attended [named 
events where this man was also attending] must self-
quarantine until at least March 8th. 
 
I am not a doctor. I do not come here to share either that 
we be more frightened, or less so. Rather, I wish to write a 



©Moshe	  Taub	  2020	  //moshemtaub@gmail.com	  

7	  |	  P a g e 	  
	  

little about how halacha deals with such matters in a 
number of areas. 
 
It goes without saying that the protection of life is 
paramount, and the ceasing of holding daily minyanim in 
such cases like in New Rochelle are, clearly, not only 
correct, but obligatory.  
 
We find already in the time of chazal that our greatest 
sages were aware of how quickly disease can spread and 
how they would take precautions., For instance, the 
gemara shares: “When there was a plague rampant, Rava 
would close the windows of his house, as it is written: 
“For death is come up into our windows’ (Yirmiyahu 
9:20)” (Bava Kama 60b).  
 
Famously, during a horrible cholera epidemic, on Yom 
Kipper of 1848/9 in Vilna, Rav Yisroel Salanter who then 
was a rav in the city,  went as far as to threaten to eat if 
those who were impacted would not. According to some 
accounts, his drasha consisted of his own kiddush! 
 
Let us return to the Rema writing in the Shulchan Aruch 
(yoreh deah 116): 
 “So too one should be meticulous regarding all things 
that may be harmful, because danger is more serious than 
prohibitions, and indeed one must be more careful 
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relating to danger than to prohibitions. Further, one must 
should be more careful regarding with even uncertain 
danger than with uncertain prohibition(s)…and it is 
prohibited to rely on a miracle relating to such matters” 
However, there is one line in the Rema that is important to 
focus on (ibid.). Quoting from the Maharil, he states: 
“They wrote (shu’t Maharil, siman 36) that one must flee 
from a city during a plague, and do so at its beginning and 
not its end” (Cf. shu’t Nishmas Kol Chaim from Rav Chaim 
Palagi, choshen mishpat 49 and shu’t Rema 19 and 20). 
 
However, there are some exceptions. For instance, should 
a frum doctor risk contracted this disease in order to help a 
member of community who has it and needs to be cared 
for? 
The issue of risking one’s own life to save that of another 
is a lengthy discussion.  
In 1968 Rav Moshe Feinstein wrote a famous teshuva to the 
Minchas Yitzchak discussing very serious medical issues 
(shu’t Igros Moshe yoreh deah 2:174). Near the end of this 
letter, Rav Moshe writes that one is not obligated to put 
any part of himself at risk –or even a limb at risk - in order 
to save someone else, although one may choose to do so 
(ibid. pages 292-294). 
The Tifferes Yisroel (d. 1860) writes in his commentary to 
yoma (8:3 Boaz 3) that regarding the small pox ‘inoculation’ 
(a word he transliterates into Hebrew) where there is a 
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one in one thousand chance of even death, one may still 
assume such a risk for the benefit of society (of course, 
today’s vaccinations are not comparable to the crude ones 
of yore, and they are far, far, far more safe). 
However, some poskim make a distinction between a 
significant and a minor risk (see shu’t Radvaz 5:1582). 
 
Therefore, some suggest that a frum doctor would perhaps 
be obligated to help out someone with a contagious 
disease, even according to the views that should not pit 
one self at risk (shu’t Tzitz Eliezar 9:17). 
Indeed, chazal tell us how Rav Yehudah ben Levi was 
praised for putting himself at risk in order help those with 
infectious disease (Kesubos 77b)! 
 
We see a similar idea relating to war zones (see 
Encyclopedia of Jewish Medical Ethics, Steinberg/Rosner, 
volume 3, p. 907 with footnote #59), as by war zones the 
poskim allow a greater risk to save others. 
 
What about the mitzvah of bikur cholim in such cases? 
After all, people who are quarantined certain could use 
some company.  
Most modern poskim say that one should not put one self 
at even minor risk for this mitzvah, but rather fulfil the 
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mitzvah by standing outside the room (Shulchan Aruch, 
yoreh deah 335:8 with shu’t Shevet Halevi 8:251). 
There is another issue brought up in the poskim as it relates 
to contagious diseases. 
The great galiztinaer posek, Rav Nachum Weidenfeld 
(d.1939) discusses the case of a man quarantined. The 
doctors told him before he went into his private room that 
whatever he takes with him would have to be burned after 
he his healed so that no one becomes infected. 
The halachic question is clear: should he bring his teffilin 
with him so that he may daven in quarantine even though 
this will cause the name of of Hashem to be destroyed 
soon after? 
 
He ruled (shu’t Chazon Nachum #6) that he should not 
bring his teffilin with him. His younger brother, the 
Tchibener Rav, would later agree (shu’t Dovev Mesharim, 
99) 
 
Many years later Rav Meshulam Roth was discussing this 
issue with the Tchibener Rav who said, “If only people 
understood how much my brother revered teffilin and all 
things holy so that they never be harmed”. 
He was referring to a particular incident. 
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On the second of Elul 1939 Rav Nachum had to escaped 
his home due to a Nazi invasion. 
Along with is papers and Torah files, he took his teffilin. 
But he was soon caught. 
 
The Nazis took his teffilin and through them to the 
ground. He ran to pick them up and kissed them. The 
Nazis beat him, again took his teffilin and through them to 
the ground. Again, he picked them up, held them 
heavenward, and kissed them again. Once more they beat 
him, and once more they through them to the ground. 
This scene repeated several times until they either thought 
him for dead or he somehow escaped. 
 
Rav Nachum somehow found the strength to find his way 
to the first Jewish home he could find. 
Clutching his teffilin, he was given entrance into the home. 
Immediately upon entering, he collapsed and passed 
away…still holding his holy teffilin. (Kovetz Derech Cochav 
M’Yaakov, gilyon 4, Kislev 5749, and, Shalal Rav, Devarim, p. 
167-169) 
 
May it be the will of Hashem that we suffer no more from 
this virus, and that until then we protect ourselves in 
every measure necessary. Let us use this moment to help 
others, grow in our learning and to never take our health 
and ability to perform mitzvos openly for granted.  
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Corona-‐Shailos	  
A	  Virus	  and	  Its	  Shul/Communal	  Issues	  

 
 
A man from a neighboring town –a guest in shul for 
shacharis - just left my office.  
 
His last words to me as he stood by the door to leave 
were: “Rabbi, more tears were shed last night than 
at some levayas”.  
 
He was referring to the shalom bayis issues that this 
virus has visited upon his home. 
 
 His son is to get married in a month–the wedding 
hall is in the ‘hot zone’ of the virus –and the hall 
offered that he have the wedding that day (the day I 
was speaking to him), with just 12 hours notice to 
all their guests. 
 
What is the right thing to do?  
 
Would it be wiser to have a last-minute wedding with 
few guests- and the kala’s desire for her dream 
wedding dashed-, or, to wait it out until the set date 
thereby risking the hall canceling all events by that 
time? As well, in two weeks times there is the risk of 
having even more guests fearful of being in public 



©Moshe	  Taub	  2020	  //moshemtaub@gmail.com	  

13	  |	  P a g e 	  
	  

spaces, potentially resulting in even less guests than 
is they indeed held it speedily that evening? 
 
The above question is just the latest in a myriad of 
examples of the unique, interesting and at times 
heart wrenching week it has been for klal yisroel, 
and for rabbanim in the New York City area. 
 
Here is more:  
 
  - My eldest daughter Racheli is in seminary for the 
year. B’chasdei Hashem she could not have been 
happier with her choice, the new friends she had 
made and the Torah and mussar she was learning. 
 
She was also able to spend some real time with her 
grandparents in eretz yisreol. 
 
Last week she called to tell us that her seminary –in 
the heart of Geulah –is shutting its doors due to the 
virus. 
 
We miraculously found a flight home for her –one 
way, and for an obscene amount of money – pained 
that her year or growth, independence and dveikus 
had been dashed and cut short. 
 
-‐‑   A former assistant rabbi of mine called me the 

other week (before the virus had reached the fever 
of the past week. One of his members tested 
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positive and was in quarantine. He is a new father 
and a pidyon haben was supposed to take place 
with guest and a nice seudah. 
 
Without getting too into the weeds, it would seem 
that this is a case where the machlokos of if a 
shliach (messenger) for the father can perform the 
pidyon comes into play –allowing for it in such a 
case. The closest I could find of  similar case was 
poskim discussing a father who is in prison. 
 

-‐‑   What about sheva berachos? SOmoene called to 
ask the following: they were planning a large Shva 
Berachos, but because one of the spouses has an 
underlying medical condition –for which this 
pandemic poses a greater risj –they wish to 
cancel. 
 
In truth, there were times in Europe that the 
rabbanim would not allow sheva berachos every 
night due to ostentatiousness –as sheva berachos 
during the week is not an obligation per se, rather 
that if there is a seudah halacha lays out how and 
when one makes these special berachos. It seems 
to me that sheva berachos should be minimized at 
this time. I am sure some rabbanim would 
disagree. 
 
 -One member called me in tears fearing that 
friendships could be ruined from this pandemic. 
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“The rabbanim need to get together and make 
rules. The rabbanim need to announce that people 
over a certain age or with certain conditions not 
go to social events of any kind. The rabbanim need 
to make these choices for us, to save us from 
sinnas chinum.” 
 

Rabbi Chaim Schwartz of the Vaad Harrabanim of 
Queens indeed called just such a meeting. 

 
It was held Thursday erev ki Sissa. The situation 
was greatly fluid at that time. And, while most 
yeshivos and shuls in Queens had yet to be infected, 
it seemed only a matter of time. 

 
A doctor by the meeting informed us that the risk is 
not only for infection, but overfilled hospitals. That 
can become a catastrophe onto itself! 

 
While we left the meeting with specific guidelines for 
the community, each rav would have to decide if 
they would choose to be even stricter. 
 
For a number of reasons I do not wish to publicize 
here, I –along with my president (a doctor) decided 
Thursday evening that our shul would not be open 
Shabbos. 
 
By the next day –hours before Shabbos –many more 
shuls throughout Queens would be closed as well. 
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Rav Akiva Eiger, writing during a pandemic of 1831 
(this letter is found in his chiddushim to Nedarim 39) 
writes: 
 
“Davening in small spaces is not wise. Indeed we 
should keep to no more than fifteen people at one 
time. We must also daven for the king…and this 
whole nation. Also, request in my name that the police 
enforce these rules of no more than fifteen 
people…etc”  
  
Parshas Ki Sissa famously opens with the phrase “ki 
sissa es rosh bnei yisreol –when you take a head 
count…” 
  
From these few words Rav Moshe Feinstein shares 
with us a valuable lesson (Videbarta Bam, vol. 1 p. 
411, second answer). 
  
Rav Feinstein wonders why the word that is typically 
used for counting –pekudim-  - is replaced in this 
Mitzvah's opening for the odd term of raising heads. 
  
He explains that sometimes humility can be a 
dangerous thing. One can fear that making a tough 
decision –or an unpopular one –is not within one’s 
wheelhouse. However, such thinking is ‘ra l’klal 
yisreol’ –bad for the Jewish nation, he explains. 
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Rather, there are times when we have to not be 
humble (in our actions) and indeed make a bold call; 
sometimes we have to hold our head high -ki sissa. 
  
It goes without saying that this decision to close my 
shul was a painful one, and made with our 
particular needs and concerns in mind. 
  
No two shuls or communities are the same.     Here 
is when humility is essential, as Rav Chaim 
Kinievsky quoted last week from the Rosh regarding 
mageifos (Horiyos 14a) that true humility and letting 
things go can be a zechus for added protection from 
malady and illness for us and our homes some 
important halachic considerations. Every community 
–upon advice of their poskim and medical experts –
will tackle this horrible virus in their own way. Let 
us not let this virus lead to the cancer of sinas 
chinum or lashon hara. 
 
Here were some of the halachic points I had shared 
with my shul erev Shabbos: 
  
“… - Although it is Parshas Parah and the halacha is 
very strict in that one should hear this reading in a 
shul  -and not even in a private Minyan if possible – 
nevertheless the Rema tells us that if one can not be 
in shul they should simply read it inside a chumash 
with proper nekudos and trop if possible (siman 
685:7).  
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“ -We must be mindful of those who are home alone, 
and who perhaps have been fearful to go out and 
shop for Shabbos. If we know of anyone in this 
situation or in need of food or any help before or 
during Shabbos please contact…. 
  
“ –It is recommended that one daven throughout this 
Shabbos at the same times we would if operational. 
Tonight as well, one should say kabbalas shabbos 
and sing lechah dodi at about 15-30 minutes past 
shekiah (sundown). 
  
  
“ –We should not forget that Hashem is the Rofeh 
Cholei Amo Yisroel and hears all teffilos. Although 
odd to be davening at home and alone on a shabbos, 
we shall approach it with the reverence it deserves. 
  
“ –Chazal strongly warn us to avoid any and all 
anger or discord in our homes, both erev Shabbos and 
Shabbos itself. On this note, this Shabbos, when we 
will all be at home for 25 hours straight –together 
with our spouses and family –we should use our 
precious new time together only to build upon 
relationships. We will daven, eat, sing, learn Torah, 
talk, play games, etc. –so long as we utilize this 
special opportunity of extra time together by showing 
love, patience and aid.  
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“Wishing everyone a Good Shabbos filled with Oneg, 
Shalom and Health.” 
 
As the sun set and I stood on my balcolny, alone and 
singing lechos dodi to the haunting melody of oim 
ani choma, one thought crept up: How quickly 
Hashem can remind us we are in galus. 
 
First it was shootings –and we said we shall add 
security and go back to shul. Now it is a hyper-
contagious virus. 
 
What is the message he is trying to send? 
 
Perhaps to remind us how vulnerable we truly are. 
Let this reminder end in health, and may it usher in 
the era of bila hamaves lanetzach. 
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A	  Message	  for	  Corona	  Pesach	  
 
“Dear Kehila, 
 
“Last Thursday night I had a cough. 
 
“The next day, Friday, I felt a fever creeping in as I 
was teaching. 
 
“It was a taxing, unprecedented few days and I was 
sure it was just stress. 
With five kids at home, catching something that lasts 
a day or so is par for the course. 
 
“But this did not go away. 
 
“Motzai Shabbos brought an even higher fever and 
my body was aching all over. My sense of taste was 
gone, and my neck and back were on fire. So, Sunday 
last my wife Nechama drove me to get tested. 
 
“The pain and fever persisted all through the week. It 
seemed that each new symptom I was developing 
only confirmed what this was. Yet I needed to wait for 
the test to be positive to be sure. 
 
“This morning I finally got the results. I am positive for 
Covid-19. Baruch Hashem, I am well taken care of. 
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“Most critically, I want everyone to know that even if 
you are young and healthy, this virus is unique. While 
everyone seems to react to it differently, the chance of 
it knocking one out for weeks is high. 
 
“Yiddeshkiet celebrates and protects life. We forbid 
the prayer for miracles, and the words of doctors 
have true halachic purchase. Everyone must follow 
the guidelines set by the CDC, the shul, and the 
community.  
 
“If there is one thing that this pandemic reminded us 
it is that Ein Od Milvado –there is nothing but Him. IN 
the blink of an eye He demonstrated how He is in 
control and how vulnerable we all truly are without 
Him.  
 
“No strong markets nor great human army can ever 
again cause us to forget that we are in galus, and 
that are futures is up to the whim of Hashem only. In 
the blink of an eye He turned the world upside down, 
we hope that in the blink of an eye He shall repair it! 
 
“Let me conclude by wishing everyone a wonderful 
Shabbos. I beseech everyone to not fight, lose their 
temper or say hurtful words this Shabbos. This 
Shabbos the melachim will escort us not from Shul to 
our homes, but from our place of prayer in our homes 
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to another room in our home. Let us make these 
angels proud at what they see and what they hear. 
 
“Wishing everyone safety, health and to utilize this 
time to rekindle our love for our family and our 
relationship with Hashem. Good Shabbos. Moshe 
Taub” 
 
The letter above was sent to my shul this week. 
 
We have heard, read and consumed so much 
relating to this virus. 
 
 I know readers need a break. Alas, I can’t be the 
vehicle to provide that just yet. 
 
At a moment I was needed most in my kehilla, I was 
absent. 
 
B’chasdei Hashem I was lucky. Although hit hard –
and for a long time –I did not need to spend time in a 
hospital. 
 
As of this writing I am about 80% back to health bli 
ayin hara. 
 
The custodian of our shul was not so lucky. He 
passed away after ten days with the virus. 
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The morning of this writing I was finally able to let 
the shul know I was able to receive questions.  
 
Oy, the shailos!   
 
The questions I have been receiving are like nothing 
I dealt with before. 
 
 “May we keep Skype on over yom tov to watch our 
elderly parents?” 
 
“Does one bentch gomel when recovering from this 
virus if they were not even (seemingly) dangerously 
ill?” 
 
“May one take part in a siyum for taanis bechoros 
over the phone?” 
 
“My aunt died and there will not be a minyan by the 
kevurah. My father asked I not go to protect the rest 
of the family’s health. But I spoke to a doctor who 
said its fine. What should I do?” 
 
“May I drink the arbah kosos with wine? My immune 
system is not the best and I fear that wine will make 
more susceptible to the virus” 
 
I –and other rabbanim –can go on and on and on. 
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Right before yeshivos and shuls began closing, I was 
speaking with HaRav Avraham Ausband –rosh 
yeshiva of Teslhe, Riverdale (where I am the 
afternoon High School menahel) to let him know that 
I was sick with the virus. In frustration I concluded 
the phone call  by saying, “In the blink of an eye 
Hashem flipped the world on it head! What is His 
message?!” 
 
He responded, “THAT is the message! He is charge. 
End. Of. Story!”! 
 
Many reading this may be alone for yom tov; the 
thoughts of their children and grandchildren at once 
too painful to think about and all consuming.  
Others may have suffered financially due to the virus 
and its closings.  
 
Some are facing shalom bayis issues too long 
ignored and now impossible to run from. From 
these, I have seen growth and potential. 
 
But, what happens the ‘day after’?  
 
Allow me to share one thought and explain. 
 
There are four times that Eliyahu Hanavi enters our 
lives. The first three are: a bris mila (Shulchan Aruch 
yoreh deah 265:11), motzai Shabbos (see Shulchan 
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Aruch to orach chaim 295:1), and the Pesach seder 
(alluded to in 480:1, inter alia). 
 
In fact, my father shared with me that according to 
some Eliyahu is the author of the Hagada! (See 
Hagadas Tzemach Menachem from the grandson of 
the Shach; cf. Malbim who says it was Rebbe 
Yehuda who was mesader the Hagada, found in 
maamer yesod mussar in his hagada). 
 
What do these three things have in common that we 
either invite Eliyahu or he comes on his own 
expressly for these? 
 
Metamorphosis, change, and transformation. 
 
A bris takes a child –an aral – and brings him under 
the kanfei hashechina –from chol to kodesh. Motzai 
Shabbos marks the opposing alteration - from 
kodesh to chol. And, Pesach, recalls our alteration 
from avdus to cheirus –from slavery to true freedom. 
 
This is no simple connection. In fact it explains the 
fourth time Eliyahu is to come into our lives. Chazal 
teach (Eiruvin 43) that before moshiach’s arrival 
Eliyahu will arrive first. 
 
So that, each time we mention Eliyahu by these 
other transitional events it is to recall our hope for 
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the ultimate transformation that will be heralded 
through him. 
 
What does this have to do with this year’s painful 
and odd Pesach in particular? 
 
The seder is not just about change in the story, but 
even how we tell it. We are obligated to open b’gnus, 
with the negative elements of the story (we served 
idols, etc.) but end b’shevach (praise). The seder 
itself is a transformation, a metamorphosis! 
 
This is what brings us back to this current mageifa.  
 
We have to promise ourselves and Hashem that this 
will change us!  
 
Life cannot go back to the way it was. 
 
Shul must never be the same.  
 
Sitting with a chavrusah in a full beis midrash 
mustn’t ever be the same.  
 
The ability to do in-person chesed should never be 
the same. Spending time with family will never be 
the same. 
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Our shemiras halashon, siddur hazman, true and 
meaningful ahavas yisroel and mishpachaseinu 
should be transformed long-term. 
 
We need to be altered by these past months.  
 
Yes, it opened b’gnus –horrible and painful, and 
sometimes unspeakable loss - but it is up to us to be 
misayem b’shevach. 
 
We will get to write this story’s ending. 
 
If we can do this then we can be zocheh to the last 
pasuk in sifrei neviim, the verse the promises the 
ultimate transformation: 
 
 “I will send you Eliyahu hanavi before the great and 
awesome day of Hashem, that he may turn the hearts 
of the fathers back through the children, and the 
hearts of the children back through the fathers –lest I 
come to smite the earth with destruction”(Malachi 
3:23,24).  
 
This year when we open the dorr by shefoch 
chamascha let us find Eliyahu greeting us and 
guiding our seats on kanfei nesharim. 
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Home	  ‘Bound’	  
 

I.    

“All of humanity's problems stem from man's 
inability to sit quietly in a room alone.” 

-Blaise Pascal (d. 1662) 
 
 
I was answering a shaila this past isru chag about 
chometz sh’over al hapesach when I concluded the 
call by asking how the shoel’s yom tov was.  
 
His two-word response so perfectly summed up how 
so many people felt without their usual family, 
friends and guests by the sedarim and throughout 
yom tov:  
 
“Chasser v’shalem” he said. 
 
 Pascal, with whose quote we opened, was a wise 
philosopher, and those words have proven true over 
this past month when we have all been ‘stuck’ at 
home. I use the ‘quotes’ because our homes today –
no matter their size –are far, far better equipped 
than those of even the greatest palaces of centuries 
past. 
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Yet, it still proves a challenge. 
 
However, this same Blaise Pascal, also famously 
once responded to his French king - Louis XIV- 
when asked to demonstrate the greatest proof of Gd, 
"Why, the Jews, your Majesty, it’s the Jews." 
 
Louis XIV was likely unmoved by this truism. We 
can assume this with some confidence because just 
one year after Pascal’s death-on September 24th 
1683 – he ordered Jews expelled from French 
colonies in North America. While largely ignored in 
what was to become the United States, what would 
become Canada –and then largely ruled by France - 
remained for sometime judenfrei.  

Yet, for us, both of these quotes combine to demand 
of us–the am bechira – not only grow from this 
quarantine, but that we need to demonstrate to the 
world that our public chesadim continue even when 
confined to our homes.  

We are isolated in our homes, but never from each 
other. 

On that note, we have greatly lived up to this 
challenge. The amount of teffilos, tzedaka and 
chesed during this time has been nothing short of 
remarkable.  
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Yet, we also mustn’t forget the lesson of the Chofetz 
Chaim’s grandson. 

While learning in a-then-much-smaller Lakewood 
yeshiva, Rav Ahron noticed that this particular 
yungerman began arriving late each morning for 
shacharis. 

After several days of his tardiness, Rav Ahron 
approached him. “Is all ok? It is not right for a 
yungerman in kollel to be late for shacharis, even by 
a few minutes.  

He blushed a little, and then explained his 
unpunctuality. “You see on my way to davening each 
morning I notice a woman all alone with her children 
with no one to help her. ‘How can I daven early when 
a bas yisroel is suffering so?’, and so I am stop to 
help. This is why I have been late”. 

Rav Ahron was taken by the tale of the lady all alone 
with her children. “The Choeftz Chaim’s grandson 
must still come on time. But tell me who this lady is 
and I will make sure she is taken care of” the rosh 
yeshiva responded. 

The yungerman sheepishly responded, “Well it’s my 
wife” 
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The old adage goes, “chesed begins in the home”. It 
is now –during this crises –that we must live up to 
this proverb.  

As my kids said to me before yom tov this year: every 
Pesach and the weeks before you are busy with 
derashos and shiurim, Shabbos hagadol derasha 
and other matters. But this year so many of those 
are not nogea. So we can actually have a father 
Pesach!” 

It is true. And this year the sedarim were extra 
special because of it! 

This reminds of Vladimir Horowitz –the great 
composer. An odd and eccentric individual, he did 
not leave his home for twelve years, there he spent 
his days composing and writing music. 

A visitor once had the nerve to ask this great 
musician, “You mean did not leave this home in 
twelve years?!” 

To which Horowtz famously and humorously 
responded in his thick accent, “Vat, you don’t like 
my home?” 

Let us learn to love our homes, and our time therein. 
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Let us continue to daven, worry and support the 
klal, but not at the expense of forgetting the klal 
yisroel that will come out of our own homes. 

 

 

II. 

Forecast and predictions –always a tough business –
and have even been proven wrong, time and again, 
during this Covid outbreak. 
 
A lighter-note example:  
 
The public relations firm 5W predicted one month 
ago that sales for ‘Corona’ beer would go down by as 
much as 38% due sharing a name with the virus. In 
fact, sales went up 5% (until the company in Mexico 
had to shut its doors by government order). 
 
This crisis has shown how little we know, how slight 
our view of the big picture can be. 
 

Dr. Anthony Daniels –author of ‘Mass Listeria’ which 
focuses on health scraes –recently commented on 
the current Covid crises and predicitong its future 
(National Review, April 20th edition): 
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 “My sifting of the statistics leaves me not much the 
wiser, for information is not wisdom… What is the 
death rate from the infection? We still don’t know. 
The numerator (the number of deaths) is known, 
more or less, but the denominator (how many people 
have had the virus) is not, and will not be known for 
some time, if ever. I say the numerator is 
known more or less because there is a difference 
between dying with an infection and dying of it…” 

He then shares something remarkable: 

“As I write this, the death rate from ascertained 
cases in France is 4.2 percent… 

“There are, of course, anomalies in the figures that 
cry out for explanation.  
 
“The death rate in ascertained cases in Israel, for 
example, is 0.08 percent (again, by my own 
calculations at the time of writing). What explains 
these differences? It cannot be treatment, because 
treatment of the predominantly old victims of serious 
disease is not very successful…  
 
“I cannot answer the questions, only ask them…” 
 
Remarkable indeed, and let us hope our teffilos not 
only continue to work but bring the number to 0, 
and for Jews across the world as well. 
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And yet…the death rate is certainly not zero. The 
pain from outside our homes still seeps in. 
 
The unanswrred questions go beyond just health, 
and next week, iy”H we will be discussing some of 
the fascinating and unusual halachik shailos that 
this virus brought to the fore of this past yom tov –
including issues of life-and-death, burial, and shiva, 
lo aleinu. But for now I will end with the following. 
 
I was speaking to a friend during chol hamoed. They 
are home –of course-but together with their survivor-
grandmother.  
 
I was thinking of everything she had seen, 
experienced, in her lifetime. The initial majesty of 
her youth which turned to ghettos, and then the 
camps, liberation, and freedom. Becoming an 
American –with an ease of travel in eretz yisroel to 
boot! 
 
Then 9-11. 
 
And now, ‘This’. 
 
One of the members of the household told me that 
when they opened the door by shefoch chamascha 
the first night they really thought Eliyahu would be 
there (the exact source for this belief –if any –will 
have to wait for another time). 
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As we know, he did not arrive. 
 
“Ok, there is still tomorrow night”, they all said to 
each other. 
 
But the next night he wasn’t there again. Suddenly, 
he continued in his retelling, they all found 
themselves outside their steps looking to the right 
and left to see if he was nearby! 
 
So badly did they want him! 
 
And so badly do we need him! 
 
May he come soon. 
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Corona	  Shailos	  From	  the	  Front	  Lines	  
 
First, a (somewhat) positive note that can get lost in 
this very real crisis; yet it may help provide some 
perspective (emphasis mine). 
 
“In 2011, an interesting milestone in human history 
was passed. For the first time, more people globally 
died from non-communicable diseases like heart 
failure, stroke, diabetes than from all infectious 
disease combined” (‘The Body –A Guide For 
Occupants’, Bill Bryson, p. 368; his source: ‘Nature’, 
Feb. 2, 2012, p.27)  
 
Meaning, since recorded history until nine-years ago 
mortality from infectious disease was the norm –
from the prism of a world average–rather than the 
exception. 
 
Nevertheless, due to this current virus, and our 
ability to travel, these numbers may sadly change. 
 
Because of the history of viruses, there have been 
numerous teshuvos from gedolim over the 
generations discussing their impact and our 
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protection of them –many we have quoted in the 
previous several sections. 
 
I wish to share a small sampling of the unique 
shailos –some light and some heavy –that I received 
during this current calamity. 
 
 

I.   Chometz Transactions 
 

When the quarantine first hit, a concerned member 
of my shul called to ask if there would be a 
mechiratz chometz this year. “How can we sell 
chometz over the phone?” he wondered. 
 
This is a complicated issue, and one I did not need 
to deal with, baruch Hashem, as I was able to sell to 
a non-Jewish manager at a local kosher grocery –
that had to remain open during Covid. 
 
My larger concern was what to do motzai Pesach-  to 
buy it back. After speaking with this non-Jew, he 
was clear that he did not feel comfortable meeting in 
person. 
 
While I will not here give a psak, it allows for a quick 
and fascinating background. 
 
The Shulchan Aruch makes clear (siman 548:3) that, 
historically, in order for such a sale to be valid the 
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goy would have to actually physically remove the 
chomtez from one’s possession.  
 
Due to our relative wealth today and the amount of 
chometz in many homes, the Gentile no longer 
removes all chometz to his property, rather instead 
we now also sell/rent the areas where the chometz 
is, and cover it or place a mechitza  (see Bach ad loc 
s.v. ‘v’im’. See siman 440:2, Mishne Berrura siman 
548:12 with Magen Avraham. See shu’t Chasam 
Sofer 113, Shulchan Aruch Harav ad loc. See also 
Moadim V’zmanim vol. 3 at length). 
 
Because the rav is selling such a huge amount of 
chometz, and selling/renting such a tremendous 
amount of real estate, it would be no simple task to 
find a Gentile who has millions of dollars with which 
to buy it all. We therefore ask - and this is greatly 
simplified - for a down payment.  
 
In the contract we state that the full amount comes 
to due after Pesach, at which point they can get out 
of the deal with all chometz and property returning 
to their original owners. 
 
While, depending on the contract, this can happen 
simply without payment, it is best a kinyan be made 
and the contract returned (see Biur Halacha 548 s.v. 
mechira) 
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Clearly, based on the above overview, the buy-back 
carries more leniencies if needed.  
 
Every rav dealt with this differently. 
 

II.   Shaving Chol Hamoed/Sefira 
 

By the far the most common shailah I received was 
over chol hamoed. There is a general prohibition of 
shaving or getting a haircut during chol hamoed. The 
reason for this is so as to urge us to look nice and 
get haircuts before the moed. 
 
Chazal give us a list of those who can take haircuts 
during this time, including someone released from 
prison, etc. 
 
What is someone due to the virus –for a myriad of 
reasons - could not shave or get a haircut before 
yom tov? 
 
The Ritva writes, and the Shulchan Aruch codifies, 
that a choleh who could not get a haircut or shave 
before Yom Tov still may not do so during the moed. 
However the Mishnah Berrura explains his logic as 
the being due the concern that many not know why 
it was beyond his control and this may lead to others 
wrongly being lenient on themselves. 
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Rav Moshe therefore writes that there times that we 
can say it an oness d’muchach, something beyond 
one’s control about which everyone knows the 
reason. In such cases there are times to be lenient. 
 
The coronavirus and the quarantine that it wrought 
would, to me, seem at times to be one of these 
occasions if it truly effected one’s ability to clean-up 
before yom tov. 
But what about during Sefira? May one shave this 
year if due to simaler events they were prevented? 
 
One may be tempted to connect this to the above 
and chol hamoed. 
 
However, the poskim debate to what extent we can 
compare these various ‘no haircutting’ times of the 
year. 
 
The Pri Megadim states by hilchos sefira that this 
same list of allowances for chol hamoed would be 
activated by sefira as well. This opinion is recorded 
approvingly by the Biur Halacha. 
 
However, Rav Moshe Feinstein (Igros Moshe 2:96) is 
not as satisfied with such a comparison. For by chol 
hamoed, the reason chazal prohibited hair cutting is 
to get everyone to look their best before going into 
yom tov, and, so as to retard any procrastination. 
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This is very different than sefira that carries the 
weight of actual aveilus. 
 
Eilu v’eilu. 
 

III.   Kevura/Shiva 
 
Of course, it is the deaths during this crisis that 
effected us the most. 
 
Baruch Hashem all in my shul who had the virus 
had a refuah, however the same can not be said of 
their extended families. 
 
From Zoom levayos, to shiva alone, it has been 
painful to watch. (I am writing this moments before 
Dr. Marvin Schick’s levaya, whose son is a member. 
I will have more to say about R’ Marvin at a later 
date) 
 
I wish to give one example of the complex shailos 
that arose. 
 
A member of my shul lost a parent. His tzavah (will) 
was clear: he wished to be buried in eretz yisroel. 
 
However, to get to eretz yisroel would take a week. 
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The other option was to be buried here in America 
(al tenei) and in about a year to disinter the niftar 
and move the body to eretz yisroel. 
 
However even in New York, at the time, the earliest 
burial available was in five days. 
 
So what is better? Should they wait five days and 
bury here and then disinter, or, should they wait 
another two days and go straight to his final stop ad 
bias goel? 
 
And, if one thinks that the latter is the best option, 
consider that private flights for meisim (as even 
airlines flying during this time are often not taking 
bodies) can cost many, many tens of thousands of 
dollars. 
 
Such issues are deeply complex. I spoke to poskim 
and do not wish here to repeat what was suggested, 
as every case is so very different. 
 
 
The gemara famously teaches us (Makkos 23b): 
“Rabbi Chananya ben Akashya said, Hashem 
wanted to create merits for the Jewish people so he 
gave them much Torah and a multitude of mitzvos 
as the verse states: Hashem desired for the sake of 
Israel’s righteousness, that the Torah be made great 
and glorious.”  
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The Rambam (Peirush Hamishanayos ad loc.) 
wonders why, if Hashem wished to benefit us, would 
He give us more mitzvos, as is this not more 
opportunity to make errors? 
 
With this virus we can re-learn the Rambam’s 
answer. “One of the foundations of belief in our 
Torah is that if someone fulfills one of the mitzvos 
properly and without any ulterior motive, but rather 
out of total altruism, one merits the World to Come. 
For this reason, Rabbi Chananya said that because 
there are so many mitzvos, it is impossible that a 
person will not perform one of them properly during 
his lifetime and merit eternity through that act…” 
 
Even when stuck at home, the opportunity to 
embrace halacha for halacha’s sake, with no ulterior 
motive, without any desire for self, rather only for 
Hashem is what He desires. 
 
I have seen so many rise to this occasion, avoiding 
even a kaddish for a recently deceased parent, and 
the chillul Hashem of non-Jews driving through town 
and seeing groups of talleisim swaying in prohibited 
groupings. 
 
Perhaps this is the dedication that Hashem has been 
waiting for on our dor to bring the ultimate 
redemption.  
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Mir	  Ken	  Dos	  M’Saken	  Zein	  -‐Memories	  of	  Rav	  
Marvin	  Schick	  

 
 
It was about ten years ago when I suggested to my 
then president in Buffalo that the Pesach-Elul 
Shabbos afternoon shiur be switched from halachic 
topics to Pirkei Avos, at least for a few weeks. 
 
His response to my suggestion was a large smile.  
 
This was not a mere rictus smirk, but sincere, and 
seemingly reflecting nostalgic thought. 
 
Looking up into the air, he continued. 
 
“Ahhh! I remember learning Avos here in the shul 
on Shabbos afternoon from R’ Irving Bunim”, he 
said to me, with a slight tinge of sadness. 
 
Irving Bunim was one of the key figures of Torah 
growth in America and a close confidant of Rav 
Ahron Kotler and many other gedolim.  
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He helped lead Torah Umesorah, Chinuch Atzmai, 
and was president of the Young Israel movement. 
 
Irving Bunim also wrote a monumental work on 
Avos, “Ethics from Sinai”, a seminal, multi-volume 
collection of commentaries in English on this 
mesechta. 
 
Naturally, I assumed my president was simply 
referring to his own private learning from this work. 
 
“No, no, no”, he corrected me.  
 
Pointing to my lectern, he continued. “Irving Bunim 
stood right there and taught us Avos here in 
Buffalo!”. 
 
Having been niftar in 1980, I wondered why Irving 
Bunim in his later years would ever give a class on 
Avos in the 1970’s, and in of all places, Buffalo! 
 
 I then remembered his connection to the founding 
rav of the shul, Rav Kalman Winter. 
 
It seems almost too perfect, too serendipitous, and 
almost too funny that the founding rav of the Young 
Israel of Buffalo had the last name ‘Winter’. 
 
Yet, such was the case. 
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We wrote about Rabbi Winter after his untimely 
passing in 2013. 
 
His rebbeitzen, Rivka, is the daughter of R’ Amos 
Bunim z’l –Irving’s son, and one who followed in his 
father’s philanthropist and active life. 
 
“Irving too once came to visit his granddaughter for a 
Shabbos” my president explained.   
 
“It was then that he gave this shiur on Avos” 
 
I think about this story often. 
 
Shuls have mazal.  
 
Gifted speakers, sagacious talmidie chachamim, and 
fascinating and important balla battim and askanim 
somehow walk through the doors of shuls and 
shteebles all over the world. 
 
Be it Buffalo or Queens, klal yiroel’s unity is so often 
seen through the fortune of surprising guests, 
chance visitors and fortuitous encounters. 
 
While my shul in Buffalo had Irving Bunim, among 
others, my shul here in Queens had R’ Marvin 
Schick, Irving’s equal in our generation. 
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There are but a few American askanim who 
reside on the Mount Rushmore of communal 
chinuch, Torah growth, and tzarchei tzibbur. 
 
Marvin Schick –along with the likes of Irving 
Bunim -was from those few. 
 
One of his children - his son Yosef and his wonderful 
family -- is a member here, and his parents and 
extended family would visit for shabbosim, especially 
for bar mitzvas and other events. 
 
It was a thrill to have spent even brief time on those 
occasion with R’ Marvin. 
 
R’ Marvin Schick was niftar suddenly last week. 
 
R’ Marvin Schick did not simply love am yisroel, 
rather the klal was the energy source for his beating 
heart, and, our needs and future coursed through 
his veins. 
 
As he was one of the primary builders of Torah and 
tzedaka for three generations, he used to write a 
weekly Ami column which tapped into his reservoir 
of unique information, stories, and acumen.  
 
His close friendship with many gedolei yisroel also 
made him a unique and fascinating storyteller. 
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I recall President George W. Bush once saying 
something very wise (readers will read that line in 
different ways!). He said, “One must do their soul 
searching –and know what they stand for –already 
before assuming this office”. 
 
There was no ‘soul searching’ with Marvin Schick. 
He was consistent, unswerving and always knew 
what he stood for. He simply followed the path that 
the gedolei yisroel - paved with him in mind - and 
recognized the mesorah from them that he was 
modeling. 
 
All knew that when Marvin Schick decided that 
something must be done one can either help, or, get 
out of his way…and get out of his way quickly. 
 
He was, simply put, a man of deep and unwavering 
principle and values. 
 
My first encounter with R’ Marvin was long before I 
knew his son and grandchildren.  
 
About ten years ago, I had written an article about 
the Chazon Ish. 
 
As I was preparing the ‘part two’, Rabbi Frankfuter 
(the publisher) called to inform me of an email he 
had received from Marvin Schick. R’ Marvin found 
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some discrepancies in some of my facts, as well as 
other matters he felt were inaccurate or not clear. 
 
I wrote R’ Marvin to explain my side, and he wrote 
back the following, which greatly illustrates his 
upright and principled beliefs, as well as his knack 
to take stands on anything that veered from emes, 
even some small column by a young rabbi living in 
Buffalo. 
 
“…Thank you for your gracious response.  I generally 
believe that in writing about gedolim, it is risky to rely 
on what others have written because of the tendency 
to exaggerate or to engage in other well-intentioned 
exercises that unfortunately depart from the 
facts.  Accordingly, when I have written about Rav 
Aharon Kotler, I have been strict to limit what I write 
to circumstances that I can attest to…” 
 
The reader can see from these few words how his 
midda of emes was inimitable. 
 
And, it is emes, more than any other middah, that is 
essential for leaders and askanim by which to abide.  
 
During his hesped for R’ Marvin, the rosh yeshiva of 
Lakewood, Rav Malkiel Kotler, repeated the following 
wonderful story that captures R’ Marvin’s 
personality. 
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When he first met Marvin, Rav Malkiel Kotler called 
him ‘Reb Meir’.  
 
His response to that title was classic Marvin Schick: 
 
“Your zaide, Rav Ahron, called me Marvin. Then, 
when he was niftar, and I started to work with your 
father, Rav Shneaur, and he would call me ‘Reb 
Marvin’. And, now, you are calling me Reb Meir. 
This is a sign of hiskatnu hadoros (important matters 
diminishing over time).” 
 
I believe his message in that story is simple: 
Although he had semicha and a tremendous 
knowledge of Torah, R’ Marvin Schick understood 
that even a ‘non-Reb’ –just an ordinary balla buss - 
can affect klal yisroel in profound ways. We do not 
need tro be known as a ‘Reb’ to effect real change 
and growth for the klal. 
 
In the sixth ‘perek’ of Avos we are taught of the forty-
eight ways to be koneh Torah. Number eleven on 
that list is shimush talmidei chachamim, and number 
twenty-two is emunas chachamim. 
 
The Sefer HaChinuch (mitzvah 434) explains the 
importance of attachment to gedolim thusly, “We are 
commanded to attach ourselves to chachmei Torah 
in order that they teach us Torah and mitzvos, as 
well as true values (dayos)” 
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Marvin Schick was from the last of a rare generation 
of warriors on behalf of Torah and mesorah in 
America.  
 
 Everything he did was based on the teachings of 
gedolim of yore. 
 
To give but one example of his love of the klal and 
his affection toward chinuch, Menechem Butler, I 
close confidant to R’ Marvin Schick recently 
published the following story: 
 
“Marvin shared with us a story about the teacher, 
Rabbi Nachman Mandel, who taught him and his 
brother when they switched into RJJ in fourth grade 
for secular studies, and placed in the first grade for 
Judaica studies with younger students. Marvin told 
us what it was like to run into his teacher more than 
a half-century later. After embracing each other, 
Marvin joked that he had a problem with a grade 
that he received in the first grade. Rabbi Mandel 
responded: “Mir ken dos m’saken zein”—it can be 
fixed. It was this phrase that Marvin described to us 
as a philosophy of Jewish education: that children 
and their education must never be discarded and 
that everything must be done to create a more 
lasting and sustained Jewish community.” 
 
Amazing! 
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Like Irving Bunim, Marvin’s contributions to both 
public and private Jewish life (including astonishing 
acts of chesadim that no one will ever know of) will 
thrive for generations to come. 
 
I was lucky to have spent fleeting time with him. 
 
There is a minhag for family to ask for mechila from 
a niftar by their levaya, and for the chevra kadisha 
to do the same, for any lack of kavod etc. one may 
have shown toward the niftar, in life or in death (see, 
e.g. Totzoas Chaim, 102:21) 
 
For Reb Marvin Schick, however, we should all 
simply say “Thank You”. 
 
May his rebbeitzen, his true eizer knegdo, find 
nechama, and may he be a meilitz yashar, 
continuing his work for the klal as our advocate to 
the Riboneh Shel Olam. 
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A	  Most	  Amazing	  Covid	  Story	  	  
 
 
I. The Background 
 
There is nothing more unnatural in life than a 
parent burying their child, rachmana l’tzlan. 
 
I am about to share a story that could have been 
written in the days of chazal. 
 
It is a story about Covid, yes, but more so a story 
about emunah, a mother’s love and a father’s faith. 
 
When I first heard this story I did not believe it, 
thinking some parts must have been exaggerated for 
effect.  
 
It demonstrates that strength of am yisorel, the 
bonds of marriage and our surrender to Hashem. 
 
Among the many faces of Covid’s victims is Rav 
Aharon Walkin zt’l who was niftar at the age of 54. 
Rav Walkin was a rosh yeshiva of Chazaq here in 
Queens, as well as serving as a rav in Lakewood.  
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When I met with Rav Aharon z’l’s saintly parents the 
other night to confirm the story I am about to share, 
I was initially struck by two things. 
 
First, the yichus of Rav Aharon’s family –on both 
sides –is extraordinary. Both of his parents are 
scions of heilegeh families of rabbanim and roshei 
yeshiva. 
 
Rav Moshe Walkin –Rav Aharon’s father –has been a 
rav in Beis Arahon and its rosh yeshiva here in 
Queens for decades. Rav Moshe Walkin received his 
semicha from Rav Feinstein at the age of 16 
(including for dayanus!). He learnt by Rav Aharon 
Kotler, Rav Leib Malin, and many of the rebbeim in 
the Mir Yeshiva in Brooklyn.  
 
In fact, Rav Moshe Walkin has Mir in his blood, 
having been raised from ages 2-8 in Shanghei. His 
story alone –from Radin to Kew Gardens –should be 
a series onto itself. 
 
When I noticed that pictures of Rav Shmuel 
Birnbaum were proudly displayed in every single 
room and on every table in the house, Rebbetzin 
Esther Walkin explained that aside for the family 
bonds with him, Rav Shmuel had buried two sons. 
She continued, “When arising from shiva, Rav 
Shmuel went straight to the beis midrash saying, 
“Mer kein get veiter! (we can go forward)’. I miss my 
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son every moment, but we all have to keep 
going…somehow” 
 
But it was the second matter that struck me most. 
From the beginning of our conversation she shared 
all the incredible and beautifully written articles 
about her saintly son after his passing. She 
explained, “These are all important, but I want a 
mother’s perspective”. 
 
Upon hearing this, I was reminded of a story told 
regarding Rav Akiva Eiger. He was sitting in his 
study late one night writing what appeared to be a 
halachic teshuvah. As it was getting close to 
midnight, hos rebbitzen finally interrupted him out 
of concern for his health. “Please take a break and 
eat dinner”, she implored, “You can finish the 
teshuva with more energy after you eat”.  
 
Rav Eiger explained that he was in fact not writing a 
teshuva, rather a letter of condolence to a certain rav 
who recently lost his mother. 
 
The rebbitzen was shocked. “For this you need to 
write for several hours? She was in her late 90’s 
when she was niftara.” 
 
Rav Eiger explained, “Age is not a factor; a person 
has only one person in life who can turn to them 
and say, ‘mein taryeh kind’ (my beautiful/sweet 
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child), and when that person passes away the pain is 
so great no matter of age”. 
 
L’havvdil, there are only few people in our life that 
we get to turn to and call ‘mein taryeh kind’, and 
should chalila they be taken from us then stories 
about the yeshivos they built and the shiurim they 
gave –while vital for the klal to hear –does not 
capture the still-little boy in his mother’s heart. 
 
And so, rebbitzen Esther Walkin talked about the 
many instruments her son Reb Aharon played, the 
songs he composed and how he was a valedictorian 
in both elementary and in Torah Temima high 
school. She explained how knew he was destined for 
greatness m’beten, and how should would daven by 
the kever of Shmuel hanavi echoing the words of 
Chana, “el hanaar hazah hispalalti’(Shmuel aleph 
1:27), pleading for Heavenly guidance in raising a 
future gadol b’yisroel.  
 
And, how when he was buried close to Pesach, she 
explained “It was like our own makkos bechoros” (he 
was indeed the oldest of her children). 
 
She talked about his amazing children –her 
grandchildren –how the married son is a Rosh Kollel 
in Scranton and a daughter who is married to a 
gadol b’Torah. She spoke about how each one of his 
unmarried children looked up to their father and 
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sacrificed for his avodas hakodesh and the 
tremendous kavod that they had for him. 
 
No matter what one accomplishes in life, little 
matters to parents outside of who we truly are to our 
closest family. 
 
 
II. The Story 
 
But all of the above is just the farshpeis for the story 
that I wish to share, and that I was in their home to 
confirm. 
 
When rebbitzen Walkin was told that her dear son, 
Rav Aharon had passed, her pain and loneliness was 
profound. 
 
Not only would there be no real visitors during shiva, 
she too was sick with Covid. 
 
To make matters even more excruciating, her 
husband, Rav Moshe, was very ill with the virus. 
With such little strength, it was clear he was not 
ready for such tragic news as his bechor’s death. 
 
Rebbitzen Walkin would walk the halls of their 
house pacing and crying. She could be heard asking, 
“Why?!”. 
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Rav Moshe grew concerned, “You must have faith in 
Hashem!” he implored. “As bad as this virus is we 
must know it will end well because Hashem is in 
charge” 
 
For days this went on: she crying, and he 
strengthening her, oblivious to the real tzar and 
kushiyos behind her tears. 
 
Soon her shiva was over, yom tov came and went, 
and with Rav Moshe still ill, she bared all the burden 
of mourning for the both of them, still protecting her 
husband’s health. 
 
But every day she still paced and cried. 
 
He began to give her daily chizuk from his sick-bed. 
 
She had him write on a slip of paper reasons to 
strengthen her emunah.  
 
Rav Moshe did so, but was confused at his wife’s 
behavior. “What is wrong with you? You have to be a 
ballas emunah! Why are you acting like this?” 
 
That she couldn’t even explain only brought more 
pain. 
 
His notes (see insert for picture) had messages like, 
“From Hashem comes no harm”. The next day he 
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wrote, quoting the Steipler Gaon, “Hashem loves a 
person more than a person more than a person loves 
himself”. 
 
But then on day five or six of these written words of 
chizuk to his wife –and two and a half weeks after 
her own private shiva -he wrote, “No news can shock 
me because all comes from Hashem” 
 
She looked at this message and could not hold 
herself back.  
 
She challenged him, “And what about a child? If 
Hashem takes someone’s child, it should not be 
shocking to them?! Their emunah should not be 
tested?” 
 
He said they should accept like the love in which 
Avraham accepted the akeida (se Rashi ad loc)!! 
 
As she turned to walk out if his room, and with tears 
welling up again out of his view, he asked her to 
come back. 
 
Rav Moshe is no fool, and as she walked to his 
bedside he asked simply, “Which one? Which child 
of our did Hashem take from us?” 
 
In a whisper she responded, “Our Reb Aharon”. 
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Rav Moshe immediately got out of his bed, 
performed keria, took off his shoes and sat on the 
floor.  
 
As he got down to the ground he too began to weep. 
 
“I thought you said one should accept such news 
with love, like Avraham avinu?” she asked. 
 
“I have. But these tears are for his neshama and 
should offer him an aliyah” 
 
When repeating this story to me, Rav Moshe again 
began to cry. “I cry for my son and his family every 
day. I love him so very much, and I cry because we 
miss him dearly. And, I cry for him to have an aliyas 
neshama. But my tears then and my tears now do 
not come from questions on Hashem”. 
 
As I began, this story could have been a maamer 
chazal. 
 
Before I left their house, Rebbitzen Walkin said the 
following, “When the Chofetz Chaim buried his son-
in-law, Rav Tzvi Hirsch Levinson, his inconsolable 
daughter asked how Hashem could take away her 
husband who was such a tzadik. The Chofetz Chaim 
responded, ‘I too weep daily for him. It is as if half 
my body is parlazided. But we need to remember 
that chazal teach that the death of a tzadik atones 
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(Moed Kattan 28a), and his death saved half the 
world!’ 
 
“Perhaps the death of my son saved ganz Queens”. 
 
May his death –and the emunah it allowed to shine 
in its aftermath –be a zechus to klal yisroel to end 
this crisis and bring the ultimate geuala. 
 
PICS TO FOLLOW: 
 
 
PIC #1  
Rav Moshe Walkin (Rav Aharon’s tz’l father)” 
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Pic #2 
The ‘emunah list’: 
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From	  Lita	  to	  Cleveland	  

The	  Legacy	  of	  Rebbitzen	  Chaya	  Ausband	  
 
 
“When the Nazi’s beat the Telsher rav upon the head 
with hammer blows and taunted him: ‘Where is your 
Gd, Herr Rabbiner?’, the Telsher Rav replied, ‘He is 
not only my Gd, He is your Gd; and the world will yet 
see this’…“At the time when the Nazis took the Telshe 
community to their intended slaughter at a lake 
nearby, The Telsher Rav said a derasha…When he 
could no longer stand on his feet, not having enough 
strength to carry even a gemara, he directed his yiung 
daughter (his sons were gone, [hy’d!] to take out the 
gemara Sanhedrin, to open to the topic of Kiddush 
Hashem [daf 74], and to begin reading…” 
Rav Morechai Gifter zt’l, writing in the Jewish 
Observer, June 1974 
 
 
 
The Telsher Rav, about whom Rav Gifter was 
referring, was none other than Rav Avraham 
Yitzchok Bloch.  
 
Rav Avraham Yitzchok’s father, Rav Yosef Leib 
Bloch, was a brilliant and fascinating gadol, having 
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delved the yam hatalmud, a master in mussar, as 
well as having learned sodos Hatorah with the holy 
Leshem (the grandfather of Rav Elyashiv). 
 
Under his guidance the Telshe yeshiva grew, 
becoming one of the great fortresses of Torah in 
Europe. 
 
The city too would continue to flourish, soon (1929-
1931) seeing the opening of the revolutionary Telshe 
mechina for boys, and the Yavneh High School for 
girls. 
 
In 1929 Rav Yosef Leib Bloch was niftar.  
 
He left behind three sons, and two sons-in-laws. 
While many know of his youngest son, Rav Eliyahu 
Meir Bloch, as well as his son-in-law, Rav Chaim 
Morechai Katz –both of whom who would later found 
the American Telshe yeshiva –it was his middle son, 
Rav Avraham Yitzchak Bloch who took over the 
rabbanus and the yeshiva. 
 
Although only in his late 30’s at the time, he was 
seen as a leader-among-men, becoming a member of 
the moetzes gedolei hatorah. 
 
But Telshe suffered a bitter, almost unspeakable 
end. First, the Soviets entered the city and closed 
the yeshiva down. Many fled and the yeshiva was 
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down to only about 100 students. Amazingly, the 
rebbeim would still meet up with groups of bochurim, 
at different times, around the city to give shiurim. 
 
But on 20 Tammuz the Nazi paramilitary unit, or the 
Einsatzgruppen, who were responsible for mass 
killings, murdered the male Jews in town, including 
the entire yeshiva, the hanhala, and the rosh 
yeshiva, Rab Avraham Yitzchok Bloch. On 7 Elul the 
women of Telshe were massacred. Hashem Yinkim 
Domum! 
 
As Rav Gifter’s story alludes, three of his daughters 
survived. One of those daughters was Rebbetzin 
Chaya Ausband, who would be married to Rav Eizik 
Ausband z’l (d. 2012) who himself became the rosh 
yeshiva in Telshe, Cleveland.  
 
This past week rebbitzen Chaya Ausband was 
nifteres.  
 
She was ninety-six years old. 
 
Tzav means to command, and it is also the gematria 
of 96. 
 
Rebbeitzen Chaya Ausband lived 96 years; years 
spent commanding and curating so many bnos 
yisroel. 
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A rebbitzen plays many roles, but none as critical as 
the following two:  
 
The first is the protector and advisor to her 
husband. Rare is the time, for instance, that I make 
any major decision without consulting with my own 
wife. 
 
A rebbitzen offers security and confidence when 
needed, and, perhaps even more vital, criticism and 
rebuke when necessary. 
 
But there is a second role that the rebbitzen plays, 
and it comes in many forms, and often without her 
conscious awareness: that of ‘Influencer’.  
 
Sometimes it is done quietly and sometimes with 
great monuments to, and edifices of, chinuch. 
 
So as to continue the legacy of the city of Telshe, and 
the mission of her father and grandfather, the 
rebbitzen founded Yavneh School for Girls in 
Cleveland.  
 
Several years ago Rebbitzen Ausband’s name came 
up in conversation with my in-laws.  
 
My mother-in-law began to get emotional. “I 
remember rebbitzen Ausband’s speech to the staff of 
teachers at Beis Yaakov in Montreal” she began. 
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My mother had not taught or lived in Montreal for 
close to forty years! 
 
“You remember a speech from four decades ago?!” I 
asked incredulously. 
 
“Every single word. I will tell you three things that 
stuck with me, and that I think about often. 
 
“First, she recounted a little of the history of Telshe, 
and said the following amazing statement: ‘No 
matter how painful those final days in Telshe were, 
never once did any of us ever wish we were the 
rotzchim instead of the nirtzachim.’” 
 
That indeed is a powerful and mighty message, 
exhibiting the strength, beauty and bitachon of klal 
yisroel.  
 
“Two: She said that when ever she was trying to fix a 
bad midda in her younger children she would try 
everything, until she realized an elemental tool of 
chinuch. If she worked on that midda herself, if she 
improved her own challenges in that same area, then 
magically, and without fail, it would disappear in her 
children.”! 
 
I have tested this myself, and not only does it work, 
but by watching one’s young children develop one 
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can measure and often discover what needs to be 
fixed in one’s self! It is a powerful tool for both self-
growth as well as bad comportment in one’s 
children. 
 
“Finally, she spoke about the pain of OTD children. 
This was in the early 1980’s when it was rarely if 
ever spoken about aloud, or seen as the epidemic it 
would so sadly become. She warned us not to judge 
such a family. There is so much influence today 
from the outside, that if a child leaves Torah it is not 
in any way to be blamed on the parents. 
 
“How can one forget such wise words heard from the 
mouth of someone who had seen so much Torah and 
so much suffering? Not only did she rebuild her life 
after so much loss, but she continued to rebuild 
Torah in America.  
“Instead just focusing on the past, she contemplated 
the Jewish future.” 
 
Sometimes a speech, and the history behind it, can 
change many, many lives, and even be published 
forty years after it was presented!  
 
In May of 1974 Rav Gifter, the rosh yeshiva of 
Telshe, Cleveland, published another article in the 
Jewish Observer where he shared a majestic idea in 
the name of Rav Tzadok of Lublin.  
 



©Moshe	  Taub	  2020	  //moshemtaub@gmail.com	  

69	  |	  P a g e 	  
	  

The mishnah in Keilim (chapter 17, the last mishnah 
in the mesechta) explains that only land animals and 
fowl are subject to the laws of impurity. There is one 
exception: the kelev shebyam –the sea lion. They 
explain the reason for this exclusion as being due to 
the fact that when this ‘fish’ senses fear or is in 
trouble it goes to dry land. 
 
Rav Tzadok wonders, “But it is still a sea creature 
and should be exempt?’ He explains that we do not 
define an entity by how it lives in peace, but rather 
how it reacts in a time of crisis! 
 
Rebbitzen Ausband, and Telshe, should be a lesson 
to us all –whether at the moment of their murder 
and apparent demise, or in their rebuilding the 
palace here in America –she never wavered. 
 
Her ‘dry land’ was only the mesorah of her father 
hy’d, and the prolongation of Torah. 
 
May she be a continued melitzah yeshara. 
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Life?	  Insurance!	  
A Message for Shavous, the Coronavirus, and for 
the Klal 
 
On the seventh of Cheshvan 1933 Rav Meir Shapiro 
lay on his death bed. 
 
He ordered those surrounding him to have a l’chaim 
and to begin to dance to the verse b’chau butchu…” 
our ancestors trusted in You; they trusted and You 
rescued them (Tehillim 22:5). 
 
Soon thereafter Rav Meir Shapiro, the great Rav of 
Lublin and Lomza, the founder of daf hayomi, and 
the rosh yeshiva of Yeshivas Chachmei Lublin was 
niftar. 
 
His biographer –Rav Yehoshua Baumol hy’d –points 
out something fascinating. “[Rav Meri Shapiro] lived 
for Torah; but more important, he died for Torah”  
 
What did he mean with that sentence? 
 
The year of Rav Meir’s demise, before he was ill, 
Prudential Life Insurance of America just happened 
to open a branch in Poland. 
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The Chief Operator of this new branch was a shrewd 
individual. These were the days before mass-
marketing and the ease of advertisements. How did 
one get people interested in a new product, he 
wondered? Life insurance –although having existed 
in varying forms since Roman times, and in its 
modern from since the 18th century –was still a new 
notion to both the West and the East.  
 
And so, Prudential’s man in Poland hit on the idea of 
giving a deal to a prominent person. Once people 
hear that this individual purchased such a policy, he 
surmised, perhaps others would follow. 
 
With this in mind he chose the most renown person 
in all of Poland –Rav Meir Shapiro. 
 
The premium Rav Meir set up -not long before his 
untimely illness at the age of just 46 - was for thirty-
thousand American dollars (a half-a-million in 
today’s dollars). This was an unusually high 
premium for those days –and sold for but a trifle of 
its true market value. As for the beneficiary of this 
sum, Rav Meir chose the yeshiva. 
 
This is what was meant by ‘he died for Torah”. With 
these funds the yeshiva was able to pay off a heavy 
debt “…that hung over the yeshiva’s neck like a 
millstone” (see ‘A Blaze in the Darkening Gloom’, 
Feldheim, pg. 353 and pg. 368) 
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I could do the predictable thing.  
 
I could write -again –about the Coronavirus, and 
how, this time, it has commandeered Shavous, and 
how rabbanim are finding original ways to be with 
their flock over yom tov and over-night on leil rishon. 
 
Instead I wish to to talk about an issue that many 
rabbanim are now dealing with, and about which 
one can also see the Shavous concept of hufech bu –
how everything is discussed in the Torah. 
 
Since this virus began, many shuls –including my 
own –have begum collecting funds for those in need 
due to this unprecedented virus. People of means 
have also –l’pitom –suffered great finical loss in these 
past few months. 
 
But even worse, we have also seen the lost of young 
men who have families to support. 
 
There is no greater mitzvah than to support such 
holy causes and we must all give as much as we can 
to such tzedakas. Of course, what we are about to 
discuss here should not, chalila, be understood in 
any other way other than ‘m’kan u’lhaba’, to record 
warnings from gedolim that we should all now start 
planning ahead, for the sake of our familes. 
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Twenty years ago, just such a warning was issued. 
Rav Elyashiv –writing to Rav Elya Svei and lbch’lch 
Rav Malkiel Kotler –writes: “I was asked if it proper 
to urge the tzibur to purchase life 
insurance…Certainly this is a worthy matter and 
cause to action…” (Koveitz Tehuvos 1:19). This is 
largely based, it would seem, on a gemara (Bava 
Basra 7b) and a halacha (Shulchan Aruch ch’m 163) 
that townspeople may compel all others to pay a fee 
for protection for everyone.  
 
One of my favorite sefarim to learn on Shavous is 
titled ‘Metzuveh V’Oseh’ by a the well-known gaon, 
Rav Shmuel Dovid Friedman shlit’a of Boro Park.  
 
This sefer is perfect for yom matan Torah as it runs 
the gamut through crucial hashkafos and mitzvos. 
He mentions there how he once asked Rav Chaim 
Kinievsky if purchasing life insurance is of any 
concern, specifically if it demonstrates a lack of 
emunah –as one is planning so far ahead. Rav Chaim 
responded that this should be viewed no different 
than any of the other financial pursuits of life, and 
even quoted a story about how the Chofetz Chaim, 
later in life, urged such insurance investments 
(volume 1, p. 172). 
 
In fact, later (volume 2, p. 167-197) he has a section 
where he archives all segulos ever recorded in 
sefarim which can afford someone arichas yamim. 
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All in all, he shares one-hundred such segulos –from 
saying perek shira to not talking all night Shavous 
until after mussaf (save for learning, of course). 
 
Entry eighty-five on his list comes from the Divrei 
Yechezkal, the Shiniver Rebbe, Rav Yechezkal 
Halberstam (d. 1898). When he was asked if 
purchasing life insurance is of any halachic or 
spiritual concern, he responded that, on the 
contrary, it may only bring a longer life! 
 
 This is due, he explains, to the fact that after such 
an investment Hashem has to consider the company 
and all other policy-holders who may be effected by 
one’s demise! (Cf. Rabbi Bleich, ‘Bioethical Dilemnas’, 
p 25 footnote 27) 
 
Rav Moshe Feinstein deals with the issue of 
purchasing life insurance twice in his Igros Moshe 
(oh’c 2:111 and 4:48). Writing in 1963, he too was 
asked if investing into such a program in some way 
violates one’s needed trust in Hashem.  
 
Indeed, for this reason, life insurance is illegal in 
some Islamic countries, like Iran! 
 
Such a concept would seem to exist within the Torah 
as well. Chazal tell us (Sota 48b) “Rav Eliezar 
Hagadol said: ‘Anyone who had bread in their basket 
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today but wonders what they will eat tomorrow is of 
small faith’” 
 
Another, perhaps more famous proof to such a 
concept, comes from another chazal in the name of 
Rav Shimon bar Yochei (Yoma 78a) that explains 
that the mann came daily in the midabr –and did not 
instead come in abundance, say, but once a year - 
so that bnei yisroel would daily pray to, and have 
find his faith in, only Hashem.  
 
Rav Moshe dismisses such arguments. He explains 
that these gemaras are of course not telling us to 
rely instead on miracles –which is forbidden. Rather 
that a person who makes –and should make –
hishtadlus (effort) needs to find it within him to 
symbiotically know that all comes from Above (see 
also shu’t Shevet Halevi 4:1). 
 
This is not the space to quote various gemaras that 
prove one way or another regarding such a deep 
philosophical issue, rather let us quote a few that 
Rav Moshe himself marshals that in his mind eclipse 
any other sources. 
 
The pasuk tells us (Devarim 8:18) “But you must 
remember Hashem for it is He that gives you 
strength to make wealth…”. Onkolos translates this 
verse to mean “…it is He who gives us counsel to 
purchase possessions”. In other words, so long as 
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one known that Hashem is guiding one’s hand, and 
–as Rav Moshe actually writes –one has faith that 
Hashem will help him pay his yearly life insurance 
dues, this is in no way demonstrating any more lack 
of faith than any other business pursuits. 
 
In fact, there is a model from history for the above. 
Although chazal dissuade a father from marrying off 
his young daughter unless she is of sound mind to 
either reject or accept the marriage (Kiddushin 41b), 
Tosfos (ad loc, s.v. assur) explain that in the France 
of the 12th century they indeed chose to go against 
this recommendation. This was due to the painful 
financial realities of the time. And, if one can find a 
family of means willing to –in the future – bring one’s 
daughter into their home, wealth and health it is 
only right to set her up for such a bright future (Rav 
Ovadia Yosef, shu’y Yecheve Daas 3:85). 
 
But maybe there are other concerns to consider. 
Some wonder if purchasing life insurance may bring 
with it the concern: Al tiftach peh l’satan. Do not 
chazal warn us from talking aloud about, and 
dealing with, negative futures? 
 
However, already the Rivash (d. 1408) discussed the 
permissibility of purchasing burial shrouds. And, 
certainly today people purchase burial spots and 
prepare halachic wills (see also shu’t Lechem Shlomo, 
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y’d 2:67 by Rav Eirenreich hy’d, d. 1944, and shu’t 
Be’er Moshe, d. 1997, 1:118). 
 
While we believe with every fiber of our being 
achakeh lo b’chol yom sh’yevo, and while we 
surrender our lives and health to shmoyaim, the 
Coronavirus reminds us of Hashem’s mysterious 
ways.  
 
Let us hope it galvanizes us to prepare for the worst 
as we hope for the best. And as the Divrei Yechezkal 
informs us, this alone will bring us all arichas yomim 
v’shanim. 
 
May the day of umacha hashem elokim es dima 
mayal kol panim come soon.  
 
Let us hope the klal has already paid their premium 
to earn it. 
 
Wishing everyone a wonderful and inspiring yom tov. 
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Part	  1	  -‐	  ‘To	  Open	  of	  Not	  to	  Open?’	  
The Rabbinic Question of Our Time 
 
 

And now for the understatement of the year: 
 
This has been a very trying time for us all… 

and for rabbanim as well. 
 
However, I am not merely speaking about the virus –
and all the pain and confusion it has wrought in it 
wake –rather to a very specific issue: Is it time to re-
open your/my shul or not? 
 
Everyone I speak to this week (written the week 
before and the day after Shavous) is so sure, so 
certain that their view is the correct view. 
 
I speak here not of the gedolei rabbanim and roshei 
yeshiva, rather the average well-meaning person. 
 
Many United States presidents have said it - as have 
office holders of varying import–“Until one sits in the 
seat of the decision-maker one has no clue what is 
on the table” 
 
Like all rabbanim I have had pressure for some time 
to both open and remain closed. I have had meetings 
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with gedolei poskim, medical experts, and even one 
zoom call with Dr. Fauci, and I am still uncertain. 
 
Sometimes not being so certain is healthy, and one’s 
balla battim can appreciate a little doubt in the 
rabbi’s words. After all, no one –outside of the 
gedolei hador - can claim expertise in this 
unprecedented issue.  
 
As I told my shul when I made my decision (here is 
not the place to discuss what was best for my shul), 
“I do not know for sure that I am right. I can only do 
as I see best after speaking with poskim and medical 
professionals…” 
 
From the average well-meaning person I hear two 
arguments. 
 
On the one hand are those who say, “Well, the 
Governor now announced that he allows for 
minyanim, so why would we remain closed?” 
 
Now, besides for the fact that I recall just last week 
some of these same people arguing that the governor 
was wrong in any number of areas –specifically his 
closing of shuls - is the simple truth that while we 
mustn’t be more meikel than the government in this 
regard, we by all means are allowed to be more 
machmir. Not that we should, just that his word 
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regarding these halachos, while informed, are not 
Torah m’sinai. 
 
On the other hand, are those who argue that shuls 
must remain closed, and who say, “After all, rabbi, 
do you wish to carry the burden of those who may 
become ill?” 
 
The truth is that there is no one size fits all answer. 
Every community is different in any number of ways. 
 
So…what goes through a rav’s mind when making 
such decisions?  
 
The Chiyuv of Minyan 
 
he Shulchan Aruch (90:9) writes, “A person must 
strive (lihishtadel) to daven in a shul [with a 
minyan]….” 

 
Many discuss this language of the Shulchan Aruch –
as ‘just’ an ideal. For example, Rav Moshe Feinstein 
(Igros Moshe oh’c 2:27) demonstrates that this 
language does not mean that it is not an absolute 
requirement. Rav Moshe explains how such a term 
can and does still mean that one is obligated –
outside of certain factors –do daven with a minyan.  
 
Nevertheless, there are times that this chiyuv is 
eclipsed by other issues.  

T 
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For example, the Choftez Chaim mentions a concern 
for chilul Hashem that would indeed overwhelm ones 
obligation to go to shul (90:33). 
 
Now, while there was a time during this crisis that 
this alone would prevent teffila b’zibbur, this is 
certainly not true any more (so long as the 
guidelines are being followed). 
 
On this note, let me briefly mention something that 
has come up often during the past few months.  

During the shutdown those were in the midst of the 
year of kaddish were understandably most 
concerned. 

However, the source for kaddish (see Kalla Rabbasi 
2:9; Beis Yosef siman 376; Seder Hadoros. et al) 
reminds us all of our priorities. 

What these midrashim illustrate is that kaddish is 
not to or about the departed, but rather a public 
sanctification of G-d’s name, which, if done in the 
memory of a loved one, is a zechus so powerful that 
it uplifts the neshama of the person in whose name 
it is being said. 

Mitzvos do not exist in a vacuum. Rather, everything 
we are asked to do in our Jewish lives has deep 
significance in how we live. No mitzvah is self-
contained in its action; they are all to provide us, as 
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well, with moral guidance, thus allowing us—
through the Shulchan Aruch—to weigh what is best 
in each unique situation.  

For this same reason, I advise people not to make a 
minyan on a plane unless there is special room 
made for this - See sefer Sheiris Yoseph vol. 7 page 
15; see Igros Moshe oh’c 4:20 who explains why 
there is no requirement to even stand to daven when 
on a plane. 

I recall a flight to eretz yisroel a few years back. 
There are seats in coach for which one is given ‘extra 
room’ and for which one must pay. The seat in front 
of mine was one such seat. It was great! One person, 
seated all alone, and with six feet of space in front of 
him to the wall. He certainly looked at seating chart 
early and was more than happy to shell out the extra 
funds for this comfort. 
This was a Christian passenger. 
 
Six hours into the flight, I see man walk into the 
‘extra leg-room’ area and begin davening. I motioned 
for him to come over. “What are you doing?” I asked. 
“I am davening, this is a great space, and I can walk 
three steps back, etc.” 
 
“But it is someone’s private space, paid for!” 
 

The man ignored my concern and went back to 
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davening there, his tallis swaying inches from the 
face of the formally sleeping passenger. 

Some approached me before and during this crisis to 
prove that based on the laws of Shabbos we are not 
in a case of sefaik pikuach nefesh (doubtful danger 
of life) for which chillul Shabbos would be allowed, 
and we should therefore still have minyanim. 

However, by Shabbos we are dealing with biblical 
law. The question now is not if one may drive in a 
car to pull six feet away from his friend without a 
mask, rather about minyan. After all, no one would 
say, “In order to miss a minyan one must be in a 
case of ‘safeik pikuach befesh’! 

Certainly, then, when it comes to someone over the 
age of 65 –or with a weak immune system (see Piskei 
Teshuvos 90;9;1) a minyan, even now, must be 
avoided (see also Mishneh Berrura, ad loc #36). 

A rav must determine how many members of his 
kehilla who would be at great risk would anyway 
choose to go to a minyan if available, and may 
choose therefore to abandon the prospect of opening 
simply based on this. 
 
This is no simple matter. 
 
Let us not use this crisis to question the difficult 
decisions of other rabbanim, nor to bring division 
and machlokos; rather let us respect the difficult and 
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unique circumstances with which each and every 
rav and shul must now deal. 
 

As Rav Yisroel Salanter once said, “Some people love 
their mitzvos so much that they would knock over 
five people to get to it”. He was not praising such 
people. Let us not knock over people of other shuls 
just to get to our minyan. 

Whether one’s rav rules that minyanim should now 
be open as usual, staggered, or none at all, one 
should have trust that they are dealing with issues 
that stand b’romo shel olam. 
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Part	  2	  -‐Making	  Up	  Missed	  Parshios	  
 
 
I. The Longest Parsha 
 
What is the longest parsha of the year? 
 
Most would answer ‘Nasso’.  
 
If I went one step further and stressed that the 
question includes double-parshios, one may need to 
consult a chumash before giving their answer of 
Mattos/Massei. 
 
However, these responses may be wrong due to 
something that took place this year –having nothing 
to do with shul closings and the Coronavirus. 
  
First some background: 
 
This history of our reading the entire Torah each 
year may be a surprising one to some. 
 
Reading the Torah on Shabbos, Monday, and 
Thursday was a takana from Moshe rabeinnu, 
expanded upon by Ezra (i.e. the number of olim and 
pesukim during week, as well as leining by mincha 
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on Shabbos –see Rambam, hilchos teffila ch. 10). 
Finishing the Torah once a year through this 
Shabbos reading, however, was not always a 
universal custom. Some communities completed the 
Torah once every three -three and a half years (see 
Megilla 29b. Cf. Ohr Zaruah below who argues that 
Moshe’s original takana was always to finish the 
entire Torah once every year).  
 
Amazingly, still in the year 1170 there were two 
shuls in Egypt –one that leined what we know today 
as the parshios of the week, and the other that read 
at a third that pace (Masoas Binyamin M’Toledo, 
Adler edition, p. 6 by Rav Binyamin M’Tudela [d. 
1173]). 
 
This year Shavous took place on a Friday. This 
meant that for those in eretz yisroel the next day 
was a regular Shabbos on which they read Nasso. 
 
For those in chutz l’aratz, that Shabbos was yom tov 
sheni with special yom tov leining. 
 
For those in eretz yisroel who keep two-days, this 
presented a problem last week. Do they just go to 
shul and hear Bahaloscha, thereby missing Nasso 
completely?  
 
Many in this predicament made a special minyan 
where they leined both Nasso and Bahaloscha –



©Moshe	  Taub	  2020	  //moshemtaub@gmail.com	  

88	  |	  P a g e 	  
	  

creating, arguably, the longest Shabbos reading! 
(See Parsha Permutations by Rav Yechiel Spitz, 
footnote 12, for another contending ‘longest parsha’ 
in the name of Rav Dovid Haber of Baltimore) 
 
II. Cologne and the Virus 
 
But why would they need to make such a minyan? 
Why do they need to catch-up at all? 
 
Their concern stems from a halacha that carries 
great significance due to the virus.  
 
The Rema records (oh’c 135:2) that if leining was 
neglected on one Shabbos then that tzibur would 
need to make it up on the next Shabbos before the 
regular reading. 
 
This is based on a ruling given by Rav Yitzchak ben 
Moshe of Viena (d. circa 1250) –known as the Ri’az-
in his sefer Ohr Zaruah. 
 
The Ohr Zaruah begins by recounting an incident 
that took place in Cologne where the leining was 
never performed on Shabbos parshas Emor. 
 
The next week, the rav of Cologne at that time, Rav 
Eliezar ben Shimon, demanded that the shul read 
both Emor and Behar. 
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The Ohr Zaruah expresses his full support for this 
psak. 
 
He explains that there is no such thing in reality of 
the ‘parsha of the week’ each Shabbos, as much as 
it is about completion throughout the year (and in 
order). 
 
Aside for bringing several proofs to this psak, he 
also makes mention that there would be no concern 
here for tircha d’tzibura (troubling the people with a 
long[er] leining –this although halacha often takes 
the time of a shul’s participants into great account). 
 
Moving forward to the 20th century, the Aruch 
Hashulchan (135:6) posits that the obligation to 
make-up such missed parshios would go into effect 
in it many combinations and variations.  
 
What he means by this is, for example, that even if a 
particular Shabbos is a double parsha, we would 
still first add the week prior that was missed and 
not be concerned about reading more than two 
parshios on one Shabbos morning. So too, even if 
the parhsa missed was the last parsha of a sefer 
(e.g. Bechukosei), we would not be concerned of 
reading from two sefarim on the same Shabbos 
morning leining (e.g. Bechukosei and then 
Bamidbar). 
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III. How Many Parshios Must Get a ‘Make-Up’? 
 
From the above it would seem that things are clear-
cut. 
 
Since the Coronavirus caused us to miss many, 
many parshios, then the first week back we should 
start leining with the first one the was missed, and 
follow through until the end of that week’s portion. 
 
Even though this may take a few hours, the Ohr 
Zaruah already stated that time would not be a 
factor. 
 
However, between this 12th century psak and the 
Aruch Hashulchan’s 20th century application(s) 
comes much debate, doubt and disagreement.  
 
Poskim in fact dispute if indeed we make up more 
than one parsha that was missed, as the Aruch 
Hashulchan contended.  
 
Their argument stems from a number of concerns. 
 
 For one, some say that it is indeed a concern to 
read more than two parshios on one Shabbos 
morning (Maharam Mintz). 
 
The Gra, although agreeing with the rav of Cologne 
that we must make-up a missed parsha, gives a 
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different reasoning: it is similar to tashlumin for 
davening. And, just like there one can only make up 
the very last teffilah missed, so too here one need 
only make-up the very last parsha. (See Mishna 
Berura ad loc. #7 with Biur Halacha) 
 
 It should be noted that the Gra himself was 
stringent when he came out of prison to make-up all 
his missed parshios (Tosfos Maaseh Rav, #34, as 
brought in Dirshu #10) 
 
As for the Aruch Hashulchan’s lack of concern for 
reading from two sefarim on one Shabbos morning, 
while many agree, others warn against it. 
 
Indeed, during the virus most missed from sefer 
Vayikra into sefer Bamidbar. 
 
So what do we do?! 
 
IV. The Virus and the ‘Non’-Minyan 
 
I have heard from poskim in America and eretz 
yisroel on this matter.  
 
Most (but not all) agree that while a nice thing to do, 
a shul is under no obligation to make up their 
missed parshios. 
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This lenient approach is based largely on the words 
of Rav Efraim Zalman Margolios (d. 1828) in his 
authoritative Shaarei Efraim on the laws of krias 
haTorah (7:9 and 7:38). 
 
He states that this halacha of making-up missed 
parshios is only activated if there was a minyan 
present to begin with yet due to extenuating factors 
beyond their control (see also Biur Halacha s.v. im 
bitlu) they could not lein. 
 
When a minyan considered present, and what 
constitutes something ‘beyond their control’, is 
outside the scope of this short sefer. What is clear 
is that in the case of the Coronavirus however there 
were no minyanim to begin with, as they were 
canceled!  
 
Therefore –according to these poskim - no make-up 
is necessary. 
 
But what is the source for the Shaarei Efraim’s 
distinction that if there was no planned minyan 
there is no make-up? 
 
My brother, Rabbi Shmuel Taub, made a wonderful 
observation. 
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If one looks in the Ohr Zaruah (2:45), when he tells 
the story of the shul in Cologne he uses a peculiar 
term that does not seem to fit. 
 
“There was an incident in Cologne where they 
accepted (she’kibel) on Shabbos to lein Emor and 
their teffila and leining was prevented…” 
 
While the Ohr Zaruah does not share what happened 
to prevent the leining, why does he open with “they 
accepted to daven and lein”? 
 
Of course they did! It was Shabbos morning, what 
else were they planning to do in shul?! 
 
My brother therefore suggested that the Ohr Zarua 
was alluding to the very psak of the Shaarei Efriam: 
it is only when there is a minyan, under the 
assumption of leining, that then becomes prevented 
–where a make-up leining would be activated for 
future weeks.  
 
Brilliant!1 
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
1	  After the above was printed in Ami Magazine, a well-known Dayan from Lakewood wrote-in with following 
important critique: 
I want to take this opportunity to belatedly thank my old schoolmate Rabbi Moishe Taub (we were together for one 
year at Yeshivas Ner Yisrael of Toronto) for his entertaining and insightful columns. 
I do wish to point out an uncharacteristic mistake in Issue …, in which he quotes his brother Reb Shmuel. The Or 
Zarua is translated as “ 
To my understanding, the root-word “KBL” used by the Or Zarua in this context does not mean “accepted”, but 
“complained” (as found in Targum Onkeols Shemos 22:22 “mikbal yikbel”; Sanhedrin 31b “kabal kadamana”; 
Sanhedrin 104b “kublana”), as I shall explain.  
In what was a common occurrence in those times, one who had a complaint against another member of the 
community which he felt was not being adequately addressed, would uphold the davening as a means of drawing the 
community’s attention to his complaint, and would not allow the tefillah to resume until it was addressed.  
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To be clear, not everyone agrees with this psak of 
the Shaarei Efraim, and still others are mamchmir as 
were the Gra and Chazon Ish even when halacha did 
not obligate them to be. 
 
V. Conclusion 
 
Krias HaTorah was the original ‘daf yomi’. It binds 
the klal together throughout the world, and us to 
Hashem and His Torah.  
 
Even when shul is canceled we all must learn the 
parsha on our own. 
 
While poskim debate if a make-up of all the missed 
parshios due to the Coronavirus is necessary, one 
thing is certain: like all other events, this virus has 
forced us to learn and review much Torah and 
halacha. 
 
May the learning of all the shailos that this virus 
has wrought be a make-up all its own! 
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
This practice is found in many places. See Magen Avraham (339:3), and Mishneh Berurah (ad loc 11), who use the 
term “likbol” in this sense. See also Sefer Chasidim (Mekitzei Nirdamim Siman 1312) discusses preventing the 
peration of a shul in order to force people to contribute to tzedaka. See Teshuvos Maharam miRothenburg (end of 
sefer, Takanos HaKadmonim) about upholding the tefilah because of a litigant’s refusal to come to beis din. Closer 
to our times, see Netziv in Meishiv Davar (Vol 2, 66). 
In light of this, the correct translation of the Or Zarua would be as follows: 

It occurred in Cologne, that one complained on the Shabbos [in which] Parshas Emor El Hakohanim was 
meant to be read, and he prevented the services and the reading of the Torah all day. 

As I write this, I am thinking that this very subject might be a fascinating topic for a future Shul Chronicles column. 
I am sure your research will lead you to some interesting facts and vignettes. 
Dovid Shlomo Englander 
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Shul	  Re-‐Openings-‐Part	  3	  
 
Haftara History and Questions 

 
 

David Weprin, our State Assemblyman and a dear 
member of our community, recently called. 
 
After meeting with Governor Cuomo’s staff earlier in 
the day, he was informed that the two zip codes that 
encompass our shul have from the highest Covid 
numbers in the State, and perhaps the country! 
 
I was, woefully, not surprised by such news. 
 
I mention the above so that the reader could be 
aware of the varying levels of risk with which each 
rav and area must deal. No two shuls or 
neighborhoods are alike when faced with decisions 
regarding this recent crisis. 
 
Because our area was so impacted, we are still very 
precautious about fully opening. And, many have 
opted to stay home even after we announced 
minyanim, especially the elderly and those with 
compromised immune systems. 
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Most shuls in our particular area of Queens –for 
reasons stated above, and more – have only begun 
outdoor minyanim, and without krias haTorah. 
 
So that this past Shabbos there were several 
different minyanim in people’s large backyard 
properties.  
 
It was methodical, and sometimes tedious. 
 
This coming Shabbos we will jump one more step: 
we will have kriah, yet for reasons not for here, we 
will be doing so by mincha.  
 
This setup for both last week and for this coming 
Shabbos has led to some fascinating shailos, and is 
a wonderful opportunity for us to investigate and 
understand subjects often not studied. 
 
I. The First Question 
 

everal hours before last Shabbos (Nasso) one of our 
members contacted me with the following issue: 
 

 
“I understand that this week –like for the past few 
months –we will need to read the parsha at home, 
and alone. However, what about the haftara?  
 

S 
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“After all, the haftara was created to take the place 
of krias haTorah, and since this week we are not 
having kriah, shouldn’t we then read the haftara –
with its berachos –at the many backyard minyanim?” 
 
This was a very clever question. 
 
Before briefly giving the ‘real’ backround to the 
haftara and the applications that stem from that 
history, let us ask one more question: 
 
This coming Shabbos we will be leining the parsha 
by mincha.  
 
This presents yet another unique, and very rare, 
haftara issue:  
 
Since we are leining the parsha by mincha, when 
should we lein the haftara?  
 
Should we do it by shachris, as we did last Shabbos? 
Or, by mincha? And, whenever we read it, would this 
Shabbos demand we do so with its berachos? 
 
The answer to these questions allows us to discuss 
an issue and history so often overlooked:  
 
The institution of the haftara. 
 
 



©Moshe	  Taub	  2020	  //moshemtaub@gmail.com	  

98	  |	  P a g e 	  
	  

 
II.   Why Do We Read a Haftara? 

 
 
he Chofetz Chaim, in his Mishneh Berrura (siman 
284:2), explains that there was a time of a gezeiros 
shmad (decrees forbidding the practice of our faith, 

l’a) along with a specific diktat not to lein from the 
Torah in any public setting. 
 
. We therefore began to lein from portions of neviim 
that best reflected the themes of what would-have-
been the parsha from the Torah that week. 
(Seemingly, reading from neviim was not a concern 
for these enemies of Torah –see Iyunim B’Haftara p. 
12) 
 
This is also the view of the Rav Dovid Avuderahm 
(circa 1350, Siddur Avuderahm, shachris shel 
Shabbos), the Levush, Bach, and Taz. 
 
The Tosfos Yom Tov (Rav Gershon Shaul Yom-Tov 
Lipmann Heller, d. 1654, to Megilla 4:4) gives us a 
little more background, explaining that this decree 
took place during the time of Yochanan kohein gadol 
and Antioches.  
 
[Interestingly, this particular history seems to have 
been first recorded in an important glossary of 712 
halachic and armaaic terms, called HaTishbi’, 

T 
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written by the great gaon Rav Eliyahu Bachur2, 
under the section ‘petur’. Yet, even he states there 
that he found this recorded elsewhere.] 
 
The poskim explain that even after this gezeira 
ended we never stopped this special reading from 
neviim on Shabbos morning. 
 
This history explains many of the peculiar features 
of the haftara.  
 
For example, there is a  halacha that a haftara on 
Shabbos can be no less than twenty-one pesukim.  
 
Why that specific number? 
 
The reason for this now is clear. This leining from 
neviim was initially to mimic the parsha-reading, and 
the parsha is to have seven olim, and each aliyah 
must have a minimum of three pesukim.  
 
Seven times three equals…twenty-one! 
 
In addition, the person who gets maftir makes seven 
berachos total –this is to make up for the seven 
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
2	  As	  this	  was	  near	  the	  beginning	  of	  the	  popular	  usage	  among	  Jews	  of	  ‘last	  names’,	  it	  is	  of	  
interest	  to	  note	  that	  his	  first	  last	  name	  seems	  to	  have	  been	  Levitta	  –as	  his	  was	  a	  family	  of	  
leviim.	  He	  was	  also	  known	  by	  a	  third	  last	  name:	  Ashkanazi.	  The	  name	  ‘Bachur’	  however	  stuck.	  
This	  was	  largely	  due	  to	  the	  fact	  that	  he	  was	  the	  youngest	  of	  nine	  boys,	  and,	  perhaps	  more	  
significantly,	  the	  fact	  that	  he	  named	  his	  magnum-‐opus	  dictionary	  ‘HaBachur’.	  In	  his	  
introduction	  to	  this	  work	  he	  offers	  three	  reasons	  behind	  this	  name.	  Ironically,	  this	  same	  sefer	  is	  
also	  named	  for	  his	  first	  name	  –Dikduk	  Eliyahu	  –a	  far	  less	  confounding	  title!	  
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aliyos not said due to lack of leining (birchas haftara 
plus his own birchas haTorah by maftir equals 
seven). 
 
Based on the above, it would seem the questioner 
was correct: Even, nay, especially, because there 
was to be no krias haTorah last week we should 
have still read the haftara, and with berachos! 
 
But, of course, halacha is never that simple. 
 
 

III.  A Great Mystery 
 

hile the above is the most popular version of 
events behind the Shabbos haftara, the truth of 
the matter is that the motivation and history for 

the haftara on Shabbos is still somewhat cryptic. 
` 
Here are a four other opinions on the haftara’s 
history: 
 

-   The Rid for example argues that our reading of 
the haftara goes back to the time of Ezra! (Rav 

Yeshayah DeTrani, d. 1250, in his sefer 
Hamachria, #32, page 20, top of first  

-   column in Kohen/Klein/Muncaz ed.) 
 
-   Rav Hai Gaon (d. 1038) writes, “halacha zu 

yerusha miymos haneviim –the halacha [of 

W 
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reading a haftara each Shabbos] was 
bequeathed to us from the prophets”! (Otzar 

HaGeonim, Megilla, siman 106, p. 90) 
 

 
-   Rashi also gives an alternative explanation behind 

our reading of the haftara. He posits that due to 
busy work lives people did not have time to learn 
neviim and other parts of Torah. On Shabbos and 

Yom Tov however, people have time, and so we 
returned to our public teaching of these topics 

through this reading we call ‘haftara’. 
 

 
 

Based on this reasoning there is no ashrei and 
uva l’tzion on Shabbos morning as we already 

read from neviim (and we only say it by mincha so 
that we can remind ourselves not to skip this 

section during the week). (Sefer Hapardes, Rabbi 
H. L. Ehrenreich ed., page 306, with footnotes 

#123, 124) 
 

-   The great gaon and iluy Rav Reuvein Margolis (d. 
1971) records yet another history to the haftara. 
The midrash (Tanchuma, beginning of parshas 

Reah) records: 
 

“The sinners of bnei yisroel say that the neviim and 
kesuvim are not Torah, and they do not believe in 
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them, as stated “And we have not obeyed the voice of 
Hashem our Gd by walking in His Torah, which He 

set before us at the hand of His servants the 
prophets.” (Daniel 9:10)…” 

 
This, he explains, was in reference to the tzedukim. 

 
In order to combat such a dangerous belief, we 

began to read from neviim in conjunction with our 
Torah leining. (Nefesh Chaya to orach chaim, siman 

284). 
 

 
IV.   Leining JUST the Haftara 

 
e now can return to the original question: should 
we not lein the haftara with berachos when there is 
otherwise no krias hatorah? 

 
The answer is, emphatically, ‘No’.  
 
The Rema records (siman 284:1) that we only lein 
haftara with berachos if it follows a Torah reading. 
 
As to the history of the haftara being precisely when 
there was no kriah, the Biur Halacha (s.v. aval) 
explains that now things have changed –and our 
present decree for its reading would always need 
kriah first. 
 

W 
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In fact, the whole reason we add a final (8th) maftir 
aliyah to our Torah leining before the haftara is 
simply to demonstrate the primacy of Torah over 
neviim and kesuvim (Shaar Hatzion 22).  
 
Therefore, to lein just neviim with berachos would 
defeat that purpose! 
 
Of course, the haftara should still be read, just 
without any berachos. 
 
[The above discussion has many ramifications even 
when there is leining. For instance, what happens if 
one loses their minyan during shevii, or discovers 
that the sefer Torah they had used for leining was 
pasul? Would they still say a haftara with berachos? 
(See siman 143 with commentaries at length)] 
 
 
 

V.   What About This Coming Shabbos/Mincha? 
 
 

efore we talk about the haftara in such a case, it is 
critical to point out that our make-up leining of the 
parhsa by mincha must take place before ashrei of 

mincha begins (siman 135 with Mishneh Berurua siff 
5 and Shaar Hatzion #5). 
 

B 
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Now, what about reading that Shabbos’ haftara by a 
make-up leining Shabbos afternoon before mincha? 
 
The Mishneh teaches us (Megilla 3:1, daf 21a) that 
there is no haftara by leining mincha on Shabbos.  
 
While some argue that this ruling was specific to the 
mincha reading, and not the earlier make-up leining, 
most disagree. 
 
Therefore we would read the haftara Shabbos moring 
before mussaf without berachos, and lein the parhsa 
before minchah without a haftara.  
 
Naturally, no maftir (8th aliyah) would be added to 
this pre-mincha reading. 
 
Is there anyone who would disagree –and demand/ 
allow (of) us to delay our haftara reading until pre-
mincha, and, more, with berachos? 
 
It is interesting to note that another gemara - 
Shabbos 24a – seems to state an opinion that there 
was a haftara read by Shabbos mincha!  

Rashi there records from the geonim that such was 
the case in some communities of old! 

Tosfos (s.v. shilmalei) questions this based on the 
mishneh we quoted above that clearly states no 
haftara is read at this time.  
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They therefore explain that this gemara was 
referring to a special reading from kesuvim. 

In any event, we are left with the earlier mishneh 
that disallows haftaros at this hour.3 

 [Interestingly this last gemara in meseches Shabbos 
was talking about a Shabbos that coincided with a 
Yom Tov. As it happens, many today indeed have the 
minhag to read from kesuvim  -i.e. the various 
megillos - on every Shabbos hat coincides with a Yom 
Tov (although, granted, not by mincha). It would seem 
that according to Tosfos this gemara may be the 
earliest reference to such a practice!] 
 
Amazingly, Rav Azriel Hildensheimer (d. 1899) would 
have a late Shabbos afternoon leining followed by 
mussaf and then mincha. The haftara was read at 
this hour, and with berachos. 
 
However, Rav Dovid Hoffman most respectfully 
argued on this unusual allowance (shu’t Melamed 
L’Hoil 1:51), as do many others.  
 
The Aruch Hashulchan (135:6) states that in the 
case of a late Shabbos mincha-time leining, only 
seven aliyos are read. 
 

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
3	  While	  the	  Piskei	  Teshuvos	  135:4	  quotes	  the	  Mishnah	  Berrura	  135:5	  as	  saying	  that	  the	  Haftara	  
is	  read	  too	  at	  this	  late	  hour,	  I	  could	  not	  find	  that	  in	  the	  Mishneh	  Berrura.	  	  
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Therefore, in cases of a Shabbos mincha leining 
make-up, the minyan should say the haftara without 
berachos in the morning, and lein the entire parsha 
before mincha, with no haftara. 
 
The Melamed L’Hoil (Rav Dovid Hoffman, d. 1921) 
warns, however, that such a system should be rare 
and should never become standard practice. 
 
Let us hope that we can soon open our shul thereby 
avoiding setting this is even our temporary standard.  
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Shul	  Re-‐Openings	  Part	  4	  –Outdoor	  Minyan	  
Potpourri	  
 
After discussing the heaviest topics of shul re-
openings –from making-up parshios, to canceling 
minyanim – one would think that we covered all 
shul-related Covid issues. 
 
I wish to disabuse the reader from such thoughts! 
 
Most rabbanim have been overwhelmed with 
fascinating –and often rare –issues that arose due to 
these unprecedented circumstances we now find 
ourselves in. 
 

The	  Erev	  Shabbos	  ‘Tenth’	  Man	  
	  

Like many shuls in my area, we held outdoor 
minyanim these past few weeks at different times. 
 
Because we kept each minyan to a minimum of 
twelve participants, it was inventible that some 
people’s tardiness or non-showing may cause a 
delay.  
 
The 6:45pm erev Shabbos Mincha group was in just 
such a predicament.  
And, so, they went next door to a frum neighbor –
let’s call him Dovid - who was planning on davening 
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at a later time, to ask if he would fill-out their 
minyan even though he wasn’t davening with them.  
 
The next day I was walking back from Shabbos 
hashkama when I bumped into Dovid who was on 
his way to the 8:30am minyan. He looked bothered. 
“Rabbi, I think I may have made a big mistake”. 
 
After explaining to me what happened, he continued. 
“I understand someone who already davened may at 
times help complete a minyan (Shulchan Aruch 
siman 69 with Mishnah Berura; Cf. Chazon Ish in 
Orchos Rabeinu 1 p. 51) 
 
“However, in my case, I was not accepting Shabbos 
until later. Was this allowed? Was I permitted to do 
melacha after answering borchu and singing lecha 
dodi?” 
 
This is a great question, and one that I have never 
been asked until this virus! 
 
It is first of interest to mention that it is not clear if 
these few non-daveners make an actual minyan for 
teffilah b’ztibbur per se. Perhaps they are simply only 
allowing for devarim sh’bekedusha to be said 
(kaddish, kedusha, borchu, etc).  
 
This alone is a huge discussion with many 
ramifications beyond the scope of this short sefer. 
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(This touches upon kaddish tiskabel, birchas 
kohanim, etc.) 
  
To answer his question, let us first take another 
example. What if while eating shalosh seudos one 
answers to a borchu? May he continue to eat? After 
all, the Mishnah Berura rules that once one davens 
maariv he may no longer eat shalosh seudos (299:1). 
 
In this case the Debritziner rav (d. 1997) writes that 
simply answering borchu alone would not effect 
one’s ability to continue Shabbos. (Shu’t Be’er Moshe 
1:5; see there for a host of interesting motzai 
Shabbos questions) 
 
However, perhaps Friday is different. 
 
This is due to a halacha that once a tzibur accepts 
Shabbos one can not as much as daven Mincha in 
that shul (263:15), and the Chofetz Chaim there 
writes (siif katan 62) that should one even answer 
‘borchu’ to their Maariv they may no longer daven 
Mincha at all! 
 
However, the above stringency of borchu would only 
be true when the community has one –early –
minyan. In our case, with many community minyan 
times, it would only be the recital of the actual 
maariv shemoneh esreh that would obligate one to 
accept an early Shabbos (drisha 2). 
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In fact, the Kaf Hachaim (Rav Yaakov Chaim Sofer, 
d. 1939) explicitly allows one to answer borchu and 
still be able to perform melacha after.  
 
[It is critical to mention, that the above is only 
regarding one planning on not davening or accepting 
this early Shabbos just yet; however when one is 
indeed planning on accepting this early Shabbos, 
then Shabbos takes effect long before shemoneh 
esrah, by either one’s recitation of boei kalla, Mizmor 
Shir, or borchu.] 
	  

Magen	  Avos	  
 
Chazal inform us of a special beracha that is said by 
the chazan after shemoneh esreh on Friday nights. 
The purpose of this beracha was so as to delay the 
davening for latecomers. Because their shuls would 
often be built away from the cities, in fields, there 
was a fear of people leaving on their own. (Shabbos 
24b with Rashi there; Tosfos to Tannis 2b and 
Pesachim 106b; this fear was especially prevalent on 
Friday’s based on Pesachim 112b). 
 
The Yerushalmi gives an alternative reason for this 
beracha: it was a replacement for kiddush for those 
who did not have wine (Berachos 8:5; For another 
reason, see Kol Bo siman 35). 
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This beracha is like a quasi (as its only one beracha) 
chazaras hashatz for the seven berachos of 
shemoneh esreh.  
 
As follows: 
 
“Magen avos” corresponds to the birchas avos 
 
“Mechayeh meisim” corresponds to birchas gevuros 
 
“Hakel hakadosh” corresponds to birchas kedushas 
hashem 
 
“Hameiniach l’amo” corresponds to birchas mikadesh 
hashabbos 
 
“L’fanuv na’avod” corresponds to the beracha of 
avodah (r’tzei) 
 
“V’noda L’shmo” corresponds to modim 
 
“Adon Ha’Shalom” corresponds to the beracha of 
shalom (shalom rav) 
 
 
Based on the above reasoning for its decree, the 
Shulchan Aruch writes (268:8) that when davening 
alone it is omitted. The Rema adds that one may still 
say it if the actual berachos are ommited. 
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But what about when there is a minyan, rather they 
are not in shul or their typical place? 
 
A little later (268:10) the Shulchan Aruch writes: “We 
do not say this beracha [when davening] at the home 
of newlyweds or mourners, for the reason of 
latecomers/fields does not apply” 
 
The Mishnah Berura explains that the above is due 
to a lack of kevius (a set and stable minyan); if 
however they have a sefer Torah and have been 
davening there for some time, then this beracha 
would be said. 
 
In fact, Rav Moshe Feinstein does not even require a 
Torah be present, so long as this is a set and 
frequent Friday night minyan (Igros Moshe, oh’c 
4:96;3). 
 
Some –especially sefardim -are even more lenient, 
allowing this beracha to be said by any minyan 
Friday night! (See Kaf Hachaim #50; see also Magen 
Avraham #13;) 
 
Some poskim are stringent that one would still need 
to be davening in a ‘shul’, i.e. a place designated 
only for teffilah (Eliyah Rabba), but this is 
questioned by  
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However, some present-day poskim posit that since 
our yards are not a ‘place to daven’ –for we also use 
them for other matters –this beracha must be 
excluded during these minyanim (see, e.g. Rabbi 
Asher Weiss, Inyano D’Yoma, Sivan 57880, Issue 4). 
 
Dayan Weiss (d. 1989), interestingly writes that 
there was once a hafgana/protest where all the 
shuls were closed. In such a case where the regular 
shul minyanim were temporarily moved to the street, 
the rabbanim ruled magen avos etc. should still be 
said shu’t Minchas Yitzchak 1:35, end) 
 
While a tempting comparison to the virus –where 
shuls are ‘open’ just moved to the streets - we 
should point out that the minhag of Yerushalim is 
anyway to say this beracha in almost all 
circumstances (e.g. Sefer Eretz Yisroel by Rav 
Tuchichinsky 5:3). 
	  

Minyan	  Man	  
	  

Another often forgotten halacha that has come-about 
during this virus is regarding our personal 
responsibility to our communities in helping out 
with these minyanim. 
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A few in my shul asked if they can go to another 
shul (in a different neighborhood) so as to daven 
inside (we are still outdoors).  
 
The Shulchan Aruch rules (55:21) that when there is 
a tight minyan there are times that we would require 
the missing person to pay for another to take his 
place! 
 
While this halacha is unique to the yomim noraim, 
the Rema rules that any regular minyan member of a 
small minyan –at any time of year –would be forced 
to complete the minyan –either in person or by 
finding another to take his place. 
 
“But rabbi, I have more kavana if I daven inside a 
shul”, some beautifully responded. 
 
The poskim already told us that our responsibility to 
out regular communal minyanim overrides even 
issues of kavana (shu’t Shevet HaLevi 10:9, inter 
alia). 
 
The Chofetz Chaim ends his discussion of these 
halachos with the following words, “all who seek to 
benefit their community will know no harm” (55:73). 
 
While there are of course people who are not ready 
to leave their homes, for those of us who are, we are 
being tested as members of our respective kehillos. 
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We must show that we are ‘team players’, support 
the psakim of our respective rabbanim and help 
create a viable minyan system during this unusual 
time. 
 
And, as the Chofetz Chaim promised, this may help 
protect from the virus and other negative 
complications. 
	  

Backyard	  Connection	  
 
“Rabbi, I am having more kavana now than ever 
before! I feel like a kid in summer camp. The breeze 
wisps at my face asI  answer amein yehei shmei 
rabba, and the heavens are literally above me! Is 
there any reason to want to get back to shul?” 
 
Yes, of course there is. 
 
For one, davening in a beis haknsess –and even 
more so a beis midrash (Shulchan Aruch 153:1) –has 
its own special power. Even the ezras nashim has 
this same kedusha (Rosh Yosef, Megilla 28a and 
Aruch Hashulcahn 154:7) 
 
But more, there are unique shailos relating to 
davening outside, and in separate minyanim. 
 



©Moshe	  Taub	  2020	  //moshemtaub@gmail.com	  

116	  |	  P a g e 	  
	  

One of the most complicated of these is tziruf –what 
is needed to combine people? 
 
This is a complex issue. Suffice it to say that one 
should always strive to have at least ten people in 
one property/porch. This makes it far simpler to 
include others who can see them yet are not within 
the property to be considered a part of that minyan. 
 
While a rav should be consulted about these often 
complicated issues, it is critical that people should 
be able to see each other in these minyanim, and not 
stand too far apart (some say within eight feet, but 
this is a chumrah). 
	  

The	  Virtual	  Minyan	  	  
	  

Many shuls held virtual ‘minyanim’ during this 
crisis. 
 
While of course, this is not a minyan, it allowed a 
sense of community. 
 
Was there any additional value to these? 
 
First, the Aruch Hashulchan (55:20) tells us 
something very powerful. It is clear in Halacha that 
the ability to see each other is important for minyan 
(see for example siman 55:14). 
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Why is that? 
 
He explains that when the shechina resides among 
us the hashra’as hashechina is upon our faces (see 
Shmos 34:35). Perhaps than seeing each other 
reminds us of this fact. 
 
Rav Scheinberg –in his older years –would also join a 
virtual minyan for vasikin.  
 
In his case, there was an additional cause: he was 
watching/listening to an actual minyan of ten, and 
was able to answer kedusha, etc. In addition, this 
afforded the chance to daven bzman sh’hatzibbur 
missallilin. 
 
Even on zoom non-minyan get-togethers we still has 
the opportunity to answer amein (according to most 
poskim) to berachos. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Birchas	  Hachodesh…By	  Mincha?	  
 
Some sefarim posit that the minhag of holding a 
sefer Torah by birchas hachodesh is so vital that 
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should a shul mistakenly put it back before, they 
should say this teffila –and with a sefer Torah –
following the Mincha leining Shabbos afternoon 
(Mekor Chaim by the Chovas Yair). 
 
When davening on Shabbos without krias HaTorah 
in the morning –rather leining later in the afternoon 
– should birchas hachama be delayed till then? 
 
Rav Moshe Feinstein however was not as convinced 
of this (Igros Moshe oh’c 1:142). It is interesting to 
note that chazal in Sukkah 41b teach that one 
shouldn’t daven while holding sifrei kodesh—
ostensibly, lest they fall.  

Rav Efraim Greenblatt also seems to be unconcerned 
for such a stringency (shu’t Rivevos Efraim 4:48; 53). 

This is especially true when we consider that birchas 
hachamah, while a nice teffila, is by no means as 
serious as many, many others. So that although one 
should abide by the general minhag of holding a 
Torah, one need not go out of one’s way to do so. It 
would also seem that to change the minhag from 
reciting this before Mussaf to before Mincha would 
be far more troubling than to simply skip the holding 
of the Torah. 
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Derasha	  –Shabbos	  Back(yard)	  #	  1	  
 
 

DRASHA 
 

Twelve Plus Twelve Equals…A Kehilla! 
 
 

 
Everyone knows that Nasso is the longest single 
Parsha in the Torah. 
 
However, unlike last and next week’s Parsha, the 
events that take place in Nasso do not seem to 
legitimize its length. 
 
Rather, the reason for its large size is found in its 
repetition.  
 
As we know, for the dedication of the Mishkan, each 
Nassi of each tribe offered the same gifts on separate 
days. 
 
The Torah could have simply listed just once the 
same offering brought by each Nassi, and ended: “So 
did the Nassi of every tribe bring”. 
 
 Instead, the Torah chooses to reprise –in 
painstaking detail –each Nassi and each (same) 
offering, again and again and again.  
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What is the meaning behind this tedium? 
 
 The Maharal explains that Hashem did not view 
these offerings as twelve, and it certainly was not 
viewed as a line-up of twelve offerings, by twelve 
tribes, over twelve days. Neither was it regarded in 
any order –i.e. first Nachson, then Nesanel, then 
Eliav, etc. 
 
Rather, explains the Maharal, it was viewed as 
circular: There was no first, nor last, rather it was 
all one offering. 
 
Meaning, the Torah had to list them all –as that was 
the offering - s group of twelve Nessiim equals ONE 
UNIT! 
 
This Shabbos, we have our own groups of Twelve: 
twelve people to each outdoor Minyan. 
 
And like the Nessiim, each person in each group 
combines to make a single Whole. 
 
And, all groups together, equal a Kehilla.  
 
This includes those who wish to wisely remain at 
home due to personal circumstances and concerns. 
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With all other elements of Shul stripped from us this 
Shabbos –handshaking, Schmoozing, Kiddush, etc. –
we are left this week with the essence of Shul alone: 
Davening. 
 
Let us utilize this special tool, let our prayers pierce 
the Heavens, and let Hashem answer our Teffilos, let 
Him help bring peace to this great country and to 
those who feel stepped-upon and unable to rise 
toward the ‘American Dream’. 
 
May he soon return us to our temporary home at 
8625 Francis Lewis and in a good health. And, may 
He soon bring YIH to its permanent home in 
Yerushalim Ha’Benuyah. 
 
Good Shabbos 
 
Moshe Taub 
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Shabbos	  Back(yard)	  #2	  
 
 

‘CH…CH…CH…Change’ 
 

Shlach Derasha 5780//Rabbi Moshe Taub 
 
 
 

“Without change, we wouldn't have a notion of time” 
Julian Barber -British physicist/Author of ‘The end 

of Time’ 
 

We all know the story:  
 
Twelve spies took forty days to tour the Land of 
Canaan; ten of them returned with a negative report 
that in turn caused the men [but not the women!] of 
Israel to panic. 
 
What was the punishment for this panic? 
 
Forty Years -one year for each day.4 
 
Few facts are more well-known throughout the world 
than the Jews spending forty years in the wilderness 
- and this was the reason behind it. 
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
4	   “According to the number of days which you toured the Land; forty days - a day for each year. You will [thus] bear your iniquities for forty 
years; thus you will come to know My alienation” (14:34) 
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The question, however, is obvious: a year for each 
day?!  
 
Is this justice?! 
Tosfos add to the question (Sota 11a): We are taught 
that Hashem gives rewards at close to 500 times the 
worth of a good deed’s value -whereas for 
punishments He does not. 
 
Yet here we have punishment multiplied by close to 
that figure - 365! 
 
Tosfos were so bothered by this question that they 
leave it unanswered. 
 
Allow me to take this question one step further: The 
Jewish nation was not with the meraglim. Rather, 
the sin of the nation only took place for a couple of 
moments after their return - during a report 
following those days!  
 
What does forty –in any time formation –have to do 
with the sin of our needless panic?! 
 
The Akeida, and other meforshim, imagine what the 
nation was doing during the forty days while 
awaiting the spies’ return. They surely prayed, did 
teshuvah, were m’daveik l’Hashem (attached to Gd). 
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Using this idea, let us imagine what happened 
during the spies’ absence: The nation prayed for the 
mergalim’s safe travel and return; promised to Gd 
that they will fight to win the Land; assured Him and 
themselves that they would be the generation to 
build the Temple after their enemies’ defeat; and, 
after that, they will peacefully divide the land-mass 
among their brethren according to His word. 
 
During these forty days they became changed 
people. 
 
Based on all of the above, I would suggest the 
following: 
 
Time –as the quote we opened with illustrates –is not 
about minutes on a watch, but about how much one 
can do, change, modify, alter and transform –
whether in their perception of their surroundings, 
or, in oneself. 
 
 What some people accomplish in forty years, the 
nation did in forty days! 
 
However, it was all for not. It was all thrown-away 
due to a needless reactionary response to unnerving 
words. 
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The forty-year punishment was indeed commiserate 
to the change Gd witnessed during those forty days, 
and then saw pointlessly lost.  
________________ 
 
We have all been away from our shul for close to 
100 days.  
 
During this time –like the nation in the parsha –we 
have seen amazing growth. 
 
From so, so many Zoom shiurim and outdoor 
minyanim; chesed projects and renewed closeness 
within our private walls. And, for those of us who 
became ill –or who suffered loss –the change was 
astounding. 
 
These three months have in actuality been many 
decades of real time and change! Not just here in 
Holliswood, by the way, but throughout the Jewish 
world. 
 
But soon –perhaps next week –‘the spies will return’.  
 
Soon, the shul will re-open, life will get back to 
normal. Our kids will shuffle off to school, and us to 
our offices.  
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Will we too –like the nation in Shlach - discard the 
change, development and progress we witnessed in 
ourselves and others throughout klal yisroel? 
 
Never! 
 
The nation made this mistake once, and will never 
do so again. 
 
I am so proud to be the rav of such a kehilla; a 
kehilla that took advantage of this crisis in the best 
of ways. 
 
Our Torah study increased, and our closeness grew. 
 
We will make sure this continues. That our craving 
for teffila remains, our longing for Torah endures, 
and our closeness lingers. 
 
If we indeed accomplish this –and we will! – then we 
shall indeed be the generation that inherits the 
Promised Land in its perfect glory. 
 
May that Day come soon! 
 
 
Good Shabbos! 
 
 
Moshe Taub  
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