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All practices involved in performing a tahara, preparing the body for burial, are minhagim (customs),
but their source is the Torah commandment of kavod hameis, respecting the deceased, which itself is an
extension of kavod ha'briyos, honor due to all of mankind. If we must show such respect to the deceased,

all the more so must we show respect to the living, since everyone was created in the image of God.

Whenever there is a concern that those who usually perform the tahara will contract the disease, they
certainly should not perform the tahara. This is because even a case of doubtful danger outweighs all

mitzvos. All the more so in the case of burial preparations which are only a minhag.

However, burial in the ground is a Torah commandment and those involved in the burial can take
necessary precautions to avoid contracting the disease during the burial. Although such precautions
may be inconvenient, those who are involved in the burial are certainly obligated to inconvenience
themselves to fulfill this Torah commandment of burial. It is patently incorrect, based on our

understanding at this time, to cremate any Jew who has passed away, even if they have died from a

For further halachic inquiries please email ravschachter@gmail.com
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contagious disease. Cremation is considered a serious breach of Halacha. Traditionally, those who

would prefer cremation were those who didn't believe in techiyas hameisim (the afterlife).

At this time it is preferable to allow the professionals at the cemetery to take care of the actual internment
of the body.
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A family who is currently unable to use their burial plots in Eretz Yisrael due to the Coronavirus, may
perform a temporary burial in Chutz LCAretz and when the situation permits, the body may be interred

and moved to Eretz Yisrael as is indicated clearly in the Shulchan Aruch.
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