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During the current Coronavirus epidemic, a person who was discharged from the hospital on Shabbos
or Yom Tov may return home since it is not advisable to remain in the hospital longer than necessary.
Since it is potentially dangerous for the patient to get into a taxi or an Uber, a family member may
drive on Shabbos to bring the patient home. However, every attempt must be made to minimize the
amount of chilul Shabbos involved whenever possible. This means the car should be turned on with
a shinui (in an unusual fashion) by turning the key with one’s weaker hand, or by pressing the button
with one’s knuckle. When turning off the engine it should also be done with a shinui. Additionally,
a shinui should be used when opening and closing the car door. However, a shinui or any deviation

from safe driving practices should never be used in the actual operation and driving of the car.
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For further halachic inquiries please email ravschachter@gmail.com



